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HE Abolition of the Slave Trade 
has been ſo much and ſo warmly 
agitated, that the minds of moſt men are 
in ſome degree prepoſſeſſed upon the ſub- 
ject. But if many have formed their 
opinions as to particular points, few per- 
haps have conſidered the whole of che 
queſtion, It has been the object of the 
Author to do this in the following ſheets; 
and he only hopes, that if any of his Readers 
ſhould think him ſometimes wrong, they 
will have the candour to enquire if he is 
not ſometimes right. It ſeems to him, 
that any one ſolid objection ſhould be ſuf- 
ficient to prevent a meaſure which may 
; AS: - produce 


by PREFACE. 


produce ſuch important and extenſive con- 


ſequences, as the Abolition of ths e 
Trade. 


N. B. The Report publiſhed by the Committee of 
the Privy Council, is cited in the notes with different 
abbreviations, viz. Com. Co. Rep. and Priv, Co. Rep. 
And a few paſſages are cited as being in the Appen- 
dixes, which are in the general collections of anſwers | 
from the iſlands, to the queſtions ſent by the Privy 
Council : but theſe inaccuracies were not dſcorexed | 
till it was too late to correct them. | g 
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-ON THE 


SLAVE TRADE. 


' 


I HAVE. read the Report of the Evidence 


given before the Committee of the 
Privy-council, and many of the pamphlets 


publiſhed by the Society in the Old Jewry ; | 


1 hope I have not leſs humanity than my 


neighbours ; I ſolemnly declare that I have 
no connection or intereft in any trade; I 


reſpect Meſſrs. Pitt, Fox and Grenville, as 


three of the ableſt men in the kingdom; 


and yet I cannot anſwer it to'my country 
to vote for the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
unleſs they ſhall advance far more ſatisfac- 
tory reaſons than any I have yet met with. 


J will ſtate my Doubts, in the hope of hav- 


ing them ſatisfied either in or out of the 
Houſe ; for I feel a prejudice againſt the 
very name of Slavery, a and with to be con- 
. B vinced 
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vinced that it is our duty, our intereſt, or 
in our power, to ſupprels it. 


I ſhall conſider this meaſure— | 

1, As required by religion, juſtice, or 
humanity, 

2, In a mercantile and political view, as 
it may affect the trade and ſtrength of the 
nation. TY 

3, If it is likely to attain the ends pro- 
poſed, and is in fact practicable. 


It is not my intention to enter into a 
long and elaborate defence of the Slave 
Trade againſt the charge of Impiety. My 
more ſcrupulous readers may find this queſ- 
tion fully diſcuſſed in the writings of 
Meſſrs. Ramſay, Clarkſon and Nickolls on 
one fide, and of Meſſrs. Harris and Franck- 


lyn on the other. To me it is clear be- 


yond contradiction, that the keeping of 
Slaves is allowed and even regulated * in 
the Old Teſtament, and not forbidden in 
any part of the New, though at the intro- 
duction of Chriſtianity the practice was too 
notorious and univerſal to have been over- 


* Leviticus, ch. xxv. v. 44. 46. Exodos, ch. xxi. 


N . 4 
looked. 


SS 0 


looked. The advocates for the abolition 
inſiſt -© that the Old Law was done away 
„ by the New, and that the impiety of 
“ keeping ſlaves is to be generally inferred 
« from the mild ſpirit of Chriſtianity,” 
This argument would be good if the keep- 
ing of {laves was a part of the Jewiſh ce- 
remonial ; but J apprehend the fin (if any) 
muſt be moral fin ; and no moral fin was I 
believe either permitted by the old or left 
uncenſured in the new law. One writer * 
indeed goes ſo far as to ſay, that“ Believ- 
“ ers in divine providence will ſee much 
to dread in continuing the Slave Trade, 
« and that the legiſlature, if it gives an 
c authoritative ſanction to this trade, muſt 
“ take upon itſelf all its conſequences, mo- 
ral, political and judicial, with reſpec to 
“ divine providence.” The immediate in- 
terpoſition of Providence in human affairs 
is a queſtion too dark and difficult for me 
to diſcuſs; nor does ſuch a diſcuſſion ſeem 
neceſſary, or to promiſe much edification. 
No nation can now boaſt of living under a 
Theocracy; and human governments muſt be 


m_- 1 


* See the Rev. Mr. Nickolls's Letter to the Trea- 
ſurer of the Society in the Old Jewry, p. 26. 32. 
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directed by human reaſon, and ſupporte 


by human means. Such at leaſt is my 


opinion, and upon this opinion I ſhall al- , 


ways act. Indeed few political queſtions 
are ſo perfectly clear as to warrant either 
party in appealing to the judgment of God 
as a ground of determination, Fo 

The Slave Trade is ſaid to be founded in 
injuſtice, ſupported by a conſtant violation 
of the natural rights of mankind, and has 
even been called a ſyſtem of robbery and 
murder. This poſition principally reſts 
upon the favourite aſſertion “ that every 
* man has by natural right an unalienable 
* property in his own perſon.” But there 
have been ſo many undeniable inſtances in 
all ages and countries of ſome men being 
(though under different names) the pur- 
chaſeable and inheritable property of others, 
that hie natural right ſeems to be no more 
exempted from the interference of munici- 
pal and national law, than the many other 
natural rights which have been univerſally 
reſtrained, and upon which reſtrictions all 
ſocieties and governments are founded. I 
know no natural right of an individual 
which can be oppoſed to the more impor- 


tant 


£5 $A 

tant rights of ſociety, and therefore I do 
not underſtand how any natural right can 
be unalienable. | | 


Mr. Clarkſon, in the firſt page of his 
Eſſay on Slavery, admits “ that cuſtoms 
* uniformly practiſed by barbarous and ci- 
« vilized nations through a long ſucceſſion 
„ of ages afford a preſumption that ſuch 
« cuſtoms are not only eminently uſeful, 

« but founded on principles of juſtice ;” 
but then he immediately adds, © that ano- 
« ther argument ariſes in oppoſition to this 
„ preſumption from our feelings for our 
4e fellow creatures, and that divine ſympa- 
« thy which nature has implanted in our 
„ breaſt for the beſt purpoſes ;” in other 
words, from an internal conſciouſneſs that 
ſuch cuſtoms are unjuſt, Some men of 
warm hearts and ſpeculative minds may 
perhaps have reaſoned or written or talked 
themſelves into this opinion; but it cer- 
tainly has not yet been adopted by the 
generality of mankind : ſuch internal con- 
ſciouſneſs, unguided by divine or human 
laws, and unenlightened by experience, is 
not a ſure rule of conduct to an individual, 
and much leſs a ſafe principle of legiſlation 

and 


* 


aa „ " - — — - "y 
— 9 1 - 1 1 * 0 _ — <p . — — 23 — . _ — - 4 499% — Fg OE ws — W 
Ld ® N * E * 3 4 5 — 
——— —— — —— EI „ 1 — — — ee „ + — S . ; Re; a *® 4 5 Oar _— 5 es : — — av l 5 
— 2 n 8 ren els. ene” meters — ˙ nn FP a 
# - * - 2 — - 1 = OI IR 4 ” * 5 2 8 . 4 P * vw n "NT 8 1 2 — — _ * T o - 
s a Y n 2 - 1A » * a ” * . = 8 1 p f _ 1 - 
Tye . - L WT mi 2 . hf? 8 5 a 2 n N ä 2 a * 3 * [4 r — . 3 * — 
he - : a 4 Rs; US - IC. 3 N 4 > — — — — * * as hy > 6. De 8 8 | Ong 
— — * b . + — — — 2 N — * hb — - , - — ö 1 * — eee. He. 2 
Meme RN * —— — wo - | 


"PE 
and government; The internal conſciouſ- 
neſs of mankind has been often, and (as I 


% 


think) reaſonably urged in proof of the ex- 
iſtence of a Deity, but his conſciouſneſs is 
ſuppoſed to be univerſal, and is moreover 


proved by the univerſal practice of wor- 


ſhip: whereas with reſpe& to llaygry, the 


conſciouſneſs of its injuſtice is far from 


being either apparent or univerſal, and the 


practice is moſt decidedly againſt it. 


Many ingenicus but inconcluſive argu- 
ments have been uſed to ſhew that the 
right of keeping a man in ſlavery can never 
have a juſt commencement. But if the en- 
flaving perſons of certain deſcriptions (ſuch 
as priſoners of war, convicts, or inſolvent 
debtors) is neceſſary or extenſively uſeful 
to the ſociety at large, and perhaps bene- 
ficial to the perſons themſelves, ſuch ſlave- 
ry ſeems to be lawful and juſt, 


Mr. Clarkſon has taken ſome unneceſſary 
pains to prove“ that no jf man can be 
* conſigned to ſlavery without his own 


* conſent *,”"—But ſurely this implies, that 


* Eſſay on Slavery, p- 69. 
an 


1 
an wnjuff man may be made a ſlave with- 
out, and a juſt man with his own conſent. 


— 


The right of enſlaving priſoners of war 
has alſo been denied“. For though it is 
admitted that where a man has a 7:ght to 
kill, he has alſo a right to enſlave; yet it 
is ſaid, that no man has a right to kill ano- 
ther, except from neceſſity ; but the victor, 
who takes his enemy priſoner, proves by 
that very act that there was no neceſ/ity, and 
therefore no right, to kill him. And it is 
indeed happy for part of mankind, that the 
policy and ſtrength of European govern- 
ments, their forts and frontiers, the im- 
provements in agriculture and commercial 
intercourſe, have produced a change great- 
ly for the better in the ancient law of war: 
but Africa is not enough civilized, nor at 
preſent capable of adopting our ranſoms, 
parols, and cartels}; and as it cannot be 


* Clarkſon's Eſſay on Slavery, p. 86. Ramſay's an- 
ſwers to the objeCtions againſt the abolition, p. 44+ 

+ Des Marchais ſays—“ As 1 have obſerved in other 
« parts of this work, the practice of exchanging pri- 
« ſoners is not known in Africa; they have not even 
any term for it in their language, vol. i. p. 65. vol. 
11. p. 189. 


ſup- 


„„  & 
ſuppoſed tliat the victor will diſmiſs a con- 
quered enemy unconditionally, there ſeems. 


to be no other alternative than ſlavery or 
death, | | . ” : 


Mr. J. Blackſtone has ſaid *, that“ the 
three origins of ſlavery aſſigned by Juſ- 
e tinian, (viz. by capture, birth, and ſale 
of his liberty by the perſon himſelf) are 
all built ,upon falſe foundations :” but, 
beſides that the reaſons ſtated in ſupport of 
this opinion are certainly not unanſwerable, 
it 1s ſufficient for the preſent purpoſe to 
_ obſerve, that Mr. J. Blackſtone ſpeaks of 

that ſlavery only whereby an abſolute and 
unlimited power is given to the maſter 
over the /zfe and fortune of the ſlave. But 
our merchants and planters claim no. ſuch 
power; the Africans indeed both claim and 
' exerciſe it; conſequently a flave gains by 
being transferred from an African to an 
Engliſh maſter; he is no longer an abſo- 
lute, but becomes a qualified and protected 
property ; and for this, among other rea- 
ſons, I do not ſee how the Slave 'Trade 


* 1 Comment. ch. 14. 
| can 


* 9. 15 nn 
can be condemned as contrary” to the prin- 
_ of Jus.” 7 e 1 5 
But though Navy; as pradtiſed in other 2 
ages and countries, may be defenſible upon 
general principles of utility or neceſſity, 
yet the advocates for the abolition bill in- 
ſiſt that it is unjuſt in Africa; becauſe 
there, debtors and delinquents are falſely | 
charged and corruptly condemned, kidnap- 5 
ping is encouraged, and wars are unde r- 
taken for the ſole purpoſe of procuring 

ſlaves. Theſe are all queſtions of facts, and 
ſhould be decided by the evidence that has 
been produced on both ſides. I have con- 
ſidered this evidence with a good deal of 
attention, but to ſtate and I it would 
require a ſeparate work. For my own 
part, I have no doubt but ſome flaves are 
kidnapped and ſome unjuſtly condemned ; 
but inſtances of this ſort neither are nor 
can be frequent * ; unleſs indeed it be taken 


* hn, 3 
LY 


* See the eyidence of Sir G. Longe, Adm. Ed- | 
wards, and of Meſſrs. Barnes, Matthews, Penny, EI- 
drid, Heatley, Miles and Anderſon. Priv. Co. Rep. 
part i. tit. Slaves eee 12 8 Anſwer to * 
Eflay on Slavery, p. 1045 105. + | 
GC for 5 
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5 for granted, that all the witneſſes againſt 


the bill are intereſted and incredible, and 
all the witneſſes for it perfectly well in- 
formed, unprejudiced and impartial; a pre- 
ſumption which does not appear to be 
warranted, either by the manner in which 
the witneſſes ſpeak, nor by the matter 
which their eulen contains. 


With reſpe®t to oak wars 10 Altes it has 


been confidently alledged—* that her kings 


[4 
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cc 
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are never compelled to war, that we can 
hear of, by public principles—by na- 


tional glory—ſtill leſs by the love of their 


people. In Europe it is the extenſion of 


commerce, the maintenance of national 


honour, or ſome great public object, that 
is ever. the motive to war with every 
monarch; but in Africa, it is the per- 
ſonal ayarice and ſenſuality of their kings, 
and we ſtimulate and depend upon theſe 
vices. for the very maintenance of the 
Slave Trade“. Without inquiring if this 


is a faithful repreſentation of the military 
hiſtory of Europe, I have ſufficient” reaſon. 


* Mr, Wilberforce's Speech, p. 7. 
| CES: for 


Ea 
for believing that in Africa public objects 
ſuch as commerce, thirſt of conqueſt, diſ 
puted ſucceſſions, &c. &c. have given tiſe 
to frequent and bloody wars. I have ex- 
tracted from different authors accounts of 


ten wars, which do not appear to have been 


undertaken for the purpoſe of procuring 
ſlaves , and of thirty wars which are ex- 
preſsly ſtated to have been undertaken for 


other purpoſes . And we may further 


learn. from three writers at different periods, 


none of whom wrote with any view of 
juſtifying the Slave Trade, that the Afri- 


cans are generally ſo irraſcible and vin- 


dictive, that they are always ſufficiently 
nne to CO . one n ne 


f 213 Afric. op. ed. Elz. 1632. p. 662. 1 
p. 20. 32. 61. 68. 70. Churchills Coll. of Voy. v. 1. 
p. 73. 729. v. 5. p. 75+ 97. 369. 

+ Leon. Afric. op. p. 644. 650. 664, 655. 658. 
Boſman, p. 26. 33. 66. 310. 373. Church. Col. v. 1. 
p- 626. 682. 711. 717. v. 5. p. 39. 88. 111. 123. 175- 


182. 389. 493- v. 6. 224. Relation dePAfrique, Oc. . 


cid. par Labat. v. 2. p. 198, & ſeq. v. 3. p. 85. v. 4. 
p. 131 & ſeq. Voyage du Chev. des Marchais. v. 2, 
p. 3. Privy Coun. Rep. part 1. tit. Slaves, evidence of 
_ Meflrs. Devaynes and Matthews. Mr. Miles s evidence 


at the bar of the Houſe of Commons. 


C2 | wanting ; 


„ 
aids; any encouragement from us . 


On the other hand, neither in any bock, 
nor in the evidence collected upon the i 


| preſent occaſion, is there a ſingle inſtance of 


"a war clearly and indiſputably undertaken 
for the purpoſe of procuring ſlaves. In the 
| treacherous affair at Calabar , the War was 

certainly not begun at the inſtigation of the 
Engliſh captains ; for if at their arrival on 

the coaſt the natives had been living in 
Peace, the trade would have gone on as 
_uſual, and there would have been no need 


S Boſman4-h The —_ part of their wars are 
&« occaſioned by the recovery of 3 and the 1 
cc of their chief people, p. 150, 151.” a 

Des Marchais—“ They make war fo frequently, and 
« on ſuch frivolous pretences, that one may almoſt ſay 
© they are never at peace. v. 2. p. 189.“ | 
| Dr. Spaarman, ſpeakingof . 5 | 
any communication with the Europeans, ſays,—< The 
« occaſion of their wars is generally the ſame as in other 
« parts of the globe, want of humanity, and their arro- 
ce gant and rapacious diſpoſition. It i is even ſaid, that | 
cr a ſtolen or ſtrayed calf, or one grazing upon the ter- 
cc ritories of a neighbouring country, and other matters 

« equally trifling, will ſometimes be ſufficient to ſet 
« two or more nations by the Ears,” Voy. to the IP $ 
of Good Hope, v. 2. p. 153. 

+ See Capt. Hall's Evidence. Privy Co. Rep. part f. 
tit. Gorernment, Religion, dc. 


- n 


ok; recurring to the 1 expedient 1 

lated by captain Hall. The information 
siven by Mr. Brue to Sir George Yonge * 
is not full to the point, nor was Sir George 
Yonge particular in his inquiries as to the 
cauſe of the war. The information fe ems 
to amount to nothing more than, that the 
blacks were going to war, and n to 
be in ſome lunes 0 55 


4 1 have heard it ſaid, Fl ” poſitive e evi= 
« dence of wars for ſlaves is not requiſite ; 
for that the trade muſt occaſion wars by 
its very nature and principle ; ſince, as 
ſlaves are merchandize that can be pro- 
8 cured by Wars, it follows that wars will 
be undertaken to procure them.” This 
argument would I own have ſome weight, 
if it were known or could be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed that the greater part, or even 
many of the ſlaves, were priſoners of war, 
or that warfare is the only, or even the 
eaſieſt and ſafeſt mode of procuring them. 
But from all the evidence I have ſeen, the 
very reverſe ſeems to be the fact: moſt of 
the ſlaves are brought from inland markets; 
and by what means thoſe markets are ſup- 


£ 


2 See e his evidence. Priv. Co. _ part 1. tit, ſlaves, | 
| plied 


tutk 
plied; aer we nor the black REN IP 


the coaſt know, at leaſt they will not in- 
form us; but it appears from the witneſſes 


on both ſides, that a very ſmall proportion | 


is underſtood to be priſoners of war, That 


_ there isan eaſier and ſafer way of procuring 


flaves than by wars, is clear from the jour- 
, nies which the native merchants make from 


time to time with European goods into 


the interior country, whence they bring 
down three, four, or five hundred ſlaves at 
a time, which ſlaves are known to come 
from markets ftill further inland. Now 
admitting it to be poſſible that theſe ſlaves 
may have been kidnapped or captured i in 
war, yet when one conſiders, the regularity 
of the markets, and the ſecurity with which 
the merchants both go and return, it ſeems 
far more probable that this kind of traffic 
is univerſally allowed and regulated. 
throughout Africa, and that the objects of 
it are either condemned or born to flavery, 

and are conſcious that reſiſtance on their 
part would be fruitleſs and puniſhable, 


The inference therefore, that the ſlaves 


being merchandiſe procurable by wars will 


neceſlarily occaſion wars to ot: them, 
þ 1 . 
| is 


161 


is repelled, both by the ſilence of hiſtorians] 

and the circumſtances of the trade. The 
Slave Trade may have changed the conſe- 
quences of victory, by ſubſtituting ſlavery 
to ſlaughter; but I ſee no reaſon to con- 
clude that it has been the cauſe of 
wars. 


The charge of robbery and murder, con- 
tains more ſound than ſenſe. "Theſe are 
known definite crimes, conſiſting of in- 
tention and fact, neither of which are 
proved to be the neceſſary or uſual appen- 


dages to the Slave Trade. There are ſome / - 


kidnappers and - ſome pirates, but it does 15 
not therefore follow, that ſlavery and na- 
vigation are unlawful, Many ſlaves may 
die in the paſſage, as in the courſe of a cam- 
paign many ſoldiers may die in the hoſ- 
pitals; but this is misfortune, not crime; 
and nothing but a deſire of perverting all 
language, and confounding all ideas, of 
blinding our reaſon and inflaming our paſ. 
ſions, could induce any one to call. our 
merchants and planters robbers and mur- 
derers, merely becauſe they are concerned 
in a trade- which has been long encouraged 


7 


[ 61 
by the laws of this country, ad de n 
of national proſperity, and immem 12 
allowed by the cuſtom of Africa. "af golf 
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« and yet by no means - contrary" © to the 
: cuſtom T of PUTS. | 
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Probably no country can boaſt of a _ 
of laws ſo perfectly ſimple and rational, but 
that ſome of them will appear unjuſt to the 
| legiſlators of other countries. Far be it from 
£57 me to vindicate all the cuſtoms of the 
| Africans, a people uncivilized, and (in my 

opinion, ) vindictive and ſanguinary in the 
extreme. But national cuſtoms often ariſe 
out of the particular circumſtances of the 
country in which they prevail, and it ſeemg 
to me that the univerſal . of aer 


* 


— 
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* Mr: Wilberforce s Speech, be 51. 
+. Kidnapping and corrupt judgments cannot pro- 
perly be called the cuſtom of Africa; for it is abun- 
dantly proved in the report, that kidnapping is always 
puniſhed as a crime, when detected; and that juſtice 
is generally fairly adminiſtered, according to the law 
of the country. See the evidence of Mefirs. Barnes, 
Miles, Penny, Weaves, Eldrid, and Dalzell. Priv. 
Co. Rer. part 1. x 
f in 


1 negroes may be made flaves unjuly, 2 


LEY 


— 


in Africa may be accounted for and in 


great meaſure juſtified by its climate, pro- 
duce and population, the ſmall progreſs it 


has made in arts and agriculture, and the 


natural diſpoſition of the natives. In a 


country generally well peopled, without na- 


tional faith, with ſufficient property to tempt 
men to crimes, but without a regular po- 


lice. to prevent them, inhabited by people 
of ardent paſſions, thieviſh diſpoſitions, 


and filled with ſtrange ſuperſtitions; in a 


country ſo circumſtanced, flavery ſeems to 
be the only method of preventing greater 


evils, Tell an African combatant that 


« jt is unjuſt to enſlave or kill his priſoner,” 


he would anſwer, “ that he had then 


cc 


ty againſt future attacks.” —Forbid an 
African Court to aſſign the perſons 0 
criminals or inſolvent debtors to the injur- 
ed parties, and it might be aſked, by 


_ * what other means could it enforce either 


< puniſhment or payment?” is it then un- 


reaſonable to maintain that in theſe inſtan- 


ces the practice of ſlavery is juſtifiable upon 
the two important principles of preſerving 


1 


« conquered in ain, ſince he has neither 
“ gained reparation for paſt, nor ſecuri- 


es 


SS, wx 


(8 ] 

the lives of individuals, and ſach a ſtate 
of ſociety as the Africans have been able to 
form. e 


Mr. Clarkſon has laboured hard * to per- 
ſuade his readers that Slavery and Tranſ- 
portation are perfectly unjuſt both with 
reſpect to the criminals and the proportion 
of the puniſhment. The paſlage alluded to 
is a very enthuſiaſtic declamation in praiſe 
of liberty and the love of one's country; 


but whoever peruſes it with a little atten- 


% 


tion, will detect the following defects and 
fallacies in his reaſoning: 


1, Mr. Clarkſon, having aſſumed it as a 


fact that the adminiſtration of juſtice in 


Africa is invariably tyrannical and corrupt, 
infers that the natives have therefore not 
the option of being virtuous 7. Now 
though a mal-adminiſtration of juſtice is 
certainly a diſcouragement to virtue, yet 
it ſeems a ſtrange poſition, to maintain that 


no man can be guilty becauſe the innocent 


are ſometimes condemned, 


* Eflay on Slavery, part il. ch, W 
f Hu on Slavery, in the note, p. 49. 
2 Mr, 


a, Mr. C. ſays that the puniſhment bears 
no proportion to the offence ; but as he 
has taken no diſtinction between different | 
crimes, his argument proves too much; 
ſince, according to him, ſlavery and tranſ« 
portation would be too ſevere a puniſh- 
ment even for the moſt aggravated caſe of 

murder. | 


3, Mr. C. ſays, this puniſhment is ap- 
plied merely to gratify avarice, not to de- 
ter others, and to make crimes leſs frequent: 
an aſſertion which is in a great degree re- 
futed by the evidence of many writers *, 
and the Privy Council's Report . It is 
certain that in many parts of Africa the 
ſlaves are taught to believe that thoſe, who 
are ſold to the Europeans, are not only 
tranſported but are to be eaten at the end 
of the voyage. A plain proof that the 
Slave Trade is conſidered as an exemplary 
puniſhment, and as a mean of preventing 
crimes, ſince the ſeller can have no other 


* Boſman, p. 342. Barbot. Churchill's Coll. vol. 
v. p. 272. 339. Labat. Voy. aux Iſles. part iv. ch. 
7. ; | 

+ Evidence of Mr. Norris, part 1. tit. Government, 
&c. and of Meſſrs. Poplett and Newton, tit. Slaves. 


. moure 


* f 


motive for repreſenting the lot of the lives 

to be worſe than it really is. Suppoſing 

phe them to be fold merely for profit, the 
maſters s ſhould rather with to perſuade wem 

to bear their fate contentedly, chan thus 
Excite groundleſs apprehenſions, which are 
not unlikely to urge them to 1 88 or 
ſuicide. 


Since therefore the keeping of Naves is 
not forbidden, but is rather 'countenanced 
by the Law of God, has been eſtabliſhed 
by the laws and practice of many nations 

the moſt civilized as well as the moſt bar- 
barous, may be uſeful and almoſt unavoid- 
able in particular countries, and may have 
even "a merciful commèncement, there 
ſeems to be no ground for ſupporting in 
this Tingle inſtance natural againſt "ſocial 
rights, or for cotidemting "as univerſally 
unjuſt an eſtabliſhed relation in ſociety, 
which is nearly coeval with e 
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{ ſhall now proceed to conſider the "2 
manity of the Slave Trade, as well in tak- 
| ing the ſlaves from their own country, as 
in the treatment of them both during the 
: paſſage and in the Weſt Indies. 


No 


„„ +. $6 

No man or ſet of men can form a true 
eſtimate of the effects which certain laws, 
circumſtances or fituations in life, produce 
upon the feelings of others. An Englih- 
man, condemned to ſlavery, would proba- 
bly find a ſource of conſtant miſery in the 
conſciouſneſs of being a ſlave ; but an Afri- 
can cannot feet this ſtrong abhorrence 
from a ftate which has always been pre- 
Tent to His eyes and familiar to his 
mind: he may at times ſuffer from the 
conſequences of his ſituation, but cannot 
be greatly mortified by the ſituation itſelf. 
A lave in his own country, he is ſtill a 


ſlave in the Weſt Indies J but his means of ; 


happineſs are conſiderably increaſed. In 
Africa his life was held cheap, and at the 
abſolute diſpoſal of his maſter; he could 
have nothing like property, was probably 
contemptuouſly treated, wretchedly fed, 
and often puniſhed as ſeverely as in the 
Hlands *. In the Weft Indies his life is pro- 
tected; food, clothing and aſſiſtance in ſick- 
neſs and old age are ſecured to him by be- 


9 See the evidence of Sir Geo. Yonge, Meſſrs. Pen- 
ny, Poplett, Heatly and Newton. Priv. Cou. Rep. 
part i. tit. Government, &c. and ſlaves. 
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nevolent laws; and with moderate induſ- 
try he may acquire property ſufficient to 

gratify his vanity and his paſſions. He is 
probably obliged to work harder than in 
his own country, but the hours of his la- 
bour, and even his puniſhment are regu- 
lated by law; and to exact reaſonable la- 
bour from thoſe who have no othet means 
of ſubſiſtence has never been deemed inhu- 
manity. Nor do the negroes in the iſlands 
negle& theſe advantages. It is notorious 
that great numbers of the ſlaves there are 
well dreſſed, able to ſupply the markets 


with proviſions, and are not unprovided 


with money f. It is given in evidence , 
that 


* Sce a view of the principles of he Slave Laws, 
Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. 

+ Sce Obſervations on the Slave Trade, = 29, 30. 
33, and an Anſwer to Mr. Clarkſon's Eſſay on Slavery, 
p. 197. 238. both by Mr. Francklyn. 

See the evidence of Ld. Rodney, Sir Pet. Parker, 
Adm. Barrington, Sir Joſh. Rowley and Adm. Ho- 
tham, Adm. Edwards and Sir Geo. Longe. Priv. Co. 
Rep. part iii. tit. Further Evidence, &c. It has been 


ſaid that“ in caſes like this, an admiral's evidence is 


c perhaps the very worſt that can be taken, for that 
5 the ſight of the admiral would no doubt exhilarate 
& their faces.” —But I preſume moſt of theſe admirals 


were ſo often on ſhore, that their appearance could 
| | not 


"8-3 . 

that they do not appear to be either unhap- 
py, or overworked, or cruelly puniſhed *. 
I do not therefore ſee that the tranſporting 

African Slaves from their own country to 
our iſlands, is an act of inhumanity, ſince 
moſt of them may and very many do in 
fact profit by the change. | 


The mode of - conveying the ſlaves from 
Africa to the Weſt Indies has been the 
theme of much obloquy and of many diſ- 
guſting deſcriptions ; and it would perhaps 
be more tedious than difficult to dete& 
ſome improbabilities in the facts, and ſome 
exaggeration in the manner of ſtating them. 
But when one conſiders that the obje& of 
the trade is to tranſport many thouſands of 
men from their own country to another, 
wholly unknown and not favourably t re- 


not always make an holiday: eſpecially as it appears | 
that theſe gentlemen had ſeen the flaves in ſickneſs, at 
work, and even under actual puniſhment. 

* I do not wiſh to ſuppreſs that there is evidence 
alſo of cruel puniſhments. But particular inſtances 
of cruelty happen in all countries.—I quote the evi- 
dence of the admirals only to ſhew that the general 
treatment of the ſlaves did not — them to be in- 
human. 


ported 


[4k 


ported to them; in a ſtate of flavery to 
maſters of a FY country, language, 
and manners; the very nature of the thing 
(independent of any evidence) creates a 
reaſonable preſumption that there will hap- 
pen occaſional inſtances of, ſeverity and 
ſuffering. But the immediate intereſt of 
the maſters*, in the good condition of the 
ſlaves, does alſo afford a reaſonable pre- 
ſumption that ſuch inſtances will not be 


frequent ; andi it appears in evidence T, that 
theſe 


* Mr. Norris ſays,—© The emoluments of the cap- 
cc tains depend greatly upon the good condition of the 
& ſlaves, for their wages are no higher than in other 
© trades, but they have a commiſſion of nearly 6 per 
* cent. on the amount of the ſales,” —Capt. Hall ſays, 
& The command of a ſhip in this trade is the moſt 
* lucrative of any, except the India Trade.” —Sece their 
evidence, Priv. Co. Rep. part ii. | 

By 29 G. III. c. 66. f. 11, the maſter is intitled to 
a bounty of 1ool, and the ſurgeon 5ol. if they loſe no 
more than 2 ſlaves per-cent.—and gol. and 251. if not 
more than 3 per cent. are loſt. 

+ Barbot ſays, —© The ſlaves in the paſſage uſed to 
e divert themſelves on the deck, and ſeemed highly 
% pleaſed.” Churchill's Coll. vol. v. p. 546. . 

Capt. Phillips ſays, —“ When we come to ſea we 
c take their ĩrons off; for the only danger of a mutiny 
“is whilſt they are in ſight of the coaſt ; but once out 
* of fight, out of mind.“ Churchill's Coll. vol. vi. p. 


229. : 
Mr. 


95 [WT 
theſe odious circumſtances are by no means 
neceſſarily and inſeparably connefted with 
the trade. The ſufferings and mortality of 
the negroes in the paſſage ſeem to be prin- 
cipally cauſed by epidemical diſeaſes and 
adverſe weather; and it may well be ex- 
pected that the bad effects of both will be 
in a great degree obviated by the act“ 
lately paſſed for regulating this trade; j 
for the having fewer men on board, more 
ſtowage for proviſions and water, and 
more room for cleanlineſs and a free 
circulation of air, are approved means 
of preventing diſcaſes and Proinoung 5 8 
eure. , 


The regulations 1 by this act 
are {till open to improvement. Many per- 
ſons are of opinion that fmall ſhips are 
more ER than large a, and that the = 


Mr. Heatly fays,—* The flayes are foon in good 
cc ſpirits.” 

Mr. Datzell has often taken the irons off many of 
his ſlaves. | 

Mr. Penny has gone ſo far as to Aiſcipline them on 
board his ſhip as marines, and truſted them with arms · 
See their evidence. Priv, Co. Rep. * ii. : 

* 29 G. III. c. 66. 
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1 diſcaſcs are frequently cauſed | 


by the ſhip's*remaining too long on the 


coaſt: ſhould more exact obſervation juſtify 


theſe opinions, it may be proper (giving 
the merchants due notice) to limit both the 
tonnage and the time, The advocates for 


the Abolition Bill confidently affirm *,— 


« that it is ne impoſſible to regulate 


the Slave Trade; —and their aſſertion 


may indeed be cee , on a thorough in- 
veſtigation of the ſubject; but it may alſo 
proceed from inconſiderate vehemence, or 
even from an apprehenſion that ſucceſsful 
regulations may weaken their cauſe: and 


vrhen I am told that —* Regulate murder 


&* as you pleaſe, it ſtill remains murder 7. 
I plainly perceive an attempt to miſlead and 
impoſe upon me. For whoever. uſes this 
poſition as an argument, aſſumes the very 
point in diſpute, ſubſtitutes one thing in 
the room of another, viz. Murder for Slave- 
dealing, and then forms his concluſion by 
ſuppoſing them to be one and the ſame :— 
* * 5 as you . it 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 51, 52. 
1 ObjeCtions to the MED) with anſwers, by Mr. 


Ramſay, by 79. 


« will 


. P 


« will till be Slave-dealing, but it will 
* not be murder.“ To aboliſh the trade 
at once would clearly be the ſhorteſt way, 
and ſave us much time and trouble: but 


it is our duty to fave ſomething more, — be 


intereſts f our country, and to try every . 
poſſible method of maintaining them; for 
it would be highly unworthy of the legiſla- 
ture to ſacriſice an extenſive and (as it ſeems 
to me) a profitable branch of commerce, to 
the clamour of theoretic humanity, or a 
idle impatience of delay. 3 
With reſpe& to the treatment of ſlaves 
in the iſlands; it would be to no purpoſe 
to enter into an examination of the ſeveral 
inſtances of real or ſuppoſed ill uſage charg- 
ed upon the planters, either in the Com- 
mittee's Report or elſewhere. The facts are 
ſtated in ſo general a manner that it is im- 
poſſible to meet them with evidence, and 
equally impoſſible to diſtinguith between the 
caſes of wanton cruelty andjuſtihableſeverity. 
But in truth, the queſtion is not whether the 
power of the maſter over the ſlave has 
been abuſed, but by what means and 'to 
what degree it may be beſt and moſt ſafe- 
ly prevented. I therefore leave the diſguſt- 
1 ing 


1 detail of puniſhments and ſufferings to 


te friends of the Abolition Bill; they. are 
well practiſed in the uſe of thoſe topics; 
and have long and artfully laboured, by well- 
worded and affecting deſcriptions, to draw 
the public attention from the true ppints * 
conſideration, viz, the neceſſity, probable 
effects and practicability of the bill; or at” 
leaſt to repreſent them as only ſecondary 
objects, when compared with the 7 32H : 
and more important claim of e 


The moſt FTI Rs and ey method 
of relieving ſlaves is, by emancipation. But 
it ſeems agreed, on all ſides, that ſuch a 
meaſure would be detrimental to the ſtate, 
ruinous to the planters, and dangerous and 
deſtructive to the ſlaves chemſelves. | 


The next method which 3 occurs 


is, to inſure by laws a ſufficient mainten- 
ance for the ſlave, and protection againſt 
unreaſonable labour and puniſhment. Let 

the reader look into the laws reſpecting ne- 
groes in Jamaica and Grenada *; he will 
"hee fe ſee how much has been done wan 


* Priv. Co. Rep, part 3. ht * 
mm 


FETT 
the attainment of theſe deſirable ob- 
jects . And I appeal to theſe laws with 


the 


In. Jamaica, by ſ. 2 and 4, every owner of lands 
ſhall (under a penalty of 500.) allow a ſufficient quan- 
tity of land to every negro for his maintenance, and 
allow him ſufficient time to work the ſame; and ſhall 
plant for proviſions: one acre to every ten negroes, 
over and above the negro- grounds aforeſaid ; and where 
the owner has no lands proper for the above purpoſes, 
ſhall make ample proviſign for all his ſlaves; and ſhall 
annually - give them ſufficient clothing to be approved 
of by the juſtices and veſtry of the pariſh, And by 36, 
every owner or his repreſentative, ſhall give in to the 
juſtices and veſtry upon oath, under the penalty of 50%. 
an account of the quantity of land in ground proviſions, 
and (where no land) of the proviſion or means adopted 
for the maintenance of his flaves, and of the nature: 
and quantity of clothing given to each negro. And 
by ſ. 3, ſhall keep any of his ſlaves, incapable” of ſer- 
vice, with the wholeſome neceſſaries of life, under a 

penalty of 10 l. 

By f. 12, any perſon, who ſhall wed; or 
cruelly whip, wi; &c. or confine without ſufficient 
ſupport, any flave, ſhall be ſubject to be indicted and 
puniſhed by fine and impriſonment. By ſ. 13, no 
fave ſhall receive more than ten laſhes at one time, 
unleſs the owner, or his immediate repreſentative, hav- 
ing ſuch ſlave in his care, be preſent ! and no owner or 
repreſentative ſhall puniſh a flave with more than thirty 
nine laſhes at one time, and for one offence, under the 
penalty of 5/. By ſ. 17, the flayes ſhall (except in 

8 N ; crop 


30 J 


the more confidence, becauſe | the com- 
mittee of council * expreſsly declared, 


13 | „ 


crop time, ) have one day in every fortnight to eultivate 
their grounds, excluſive of Sundays and the three great 
feſtivals. By ſ. 18, no flave ſhall work in the field 


before ſive in the morning, nor after ſeven in the even- 
ing, (except in crop time,) and one half-hour ſhall be 
allowed for break faſt, and two ben for _—_— under 
the penalty of 10 /. : 
Grenada. The laws of this iſland are, in the ade 
of proviſions, puniſhments, and hours of work, almoſt 
verbatim the ſame : but by ſ. 5, the clothing is ſpecified 
to be, a hat, jacket, ſhirt, trowſers, and two blankets 
per annum. By ſ. 8, the rectors ſhall viſit the eſtates 
in their pariſhes every three months, to inſtruct them 
in religion, and exhort them to attend divine worſhip 
any rector neglecting, to forfeit 20/. By ſ. 4, every 
owner of a plantation, ſhall provide a wholeſome hoſ- 
pital for the ſick, with proper attendants ; and alſo pro. 


vide for every head of a family a comfortable houſe, 


in a healthy ſituation, and a bed to ſleep upon. By ſ. 


9, any maſter having carnal knowledge of any of his 


female married ſlaves, ſhall forfeit for every offence 
165 J. An attorney, overſeer, tradeſman, or other free 
perſon ſo. offending on the eſtate where he reſides, * 
ſhall forfeit half of his wages; any ſtranger or viſitor 


ſio offending, ſhall forfeit 500. and laſtly, every year, 


three gentlemen of every pariſh ſhall be appointed 
guardians of the flaves, who are to be ſworn to ſee 


: theſe laws duly and fully executed, and are for that 


purpoſe veſted with powers of viſiting all eſtates, &c. 
- inſpecting 
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That in theſe iſlands, the wiſh to ſoften 
4 the rigours of their (che: ſlaves) ſituation, 
« has manifeſted itſelf moſt decidedly. 
_ & Meaſures have been deviſed by the legiſ- 
e latures of theſe iſlands, for placing them 
« in a ſtate of ſociety, where they will be 
« intitled to a protection that in former 
times would have been thought incom- 


6 patible with the dependence and ſubor- 
dination of oY 18855 | 


5 theſe bh are thought to be ſufficiently 
protective, let it be recommended to all the 
other iſlands to adopt them f. If humanity 


inſpecting the grounds, and of exaniining the principal 
manager or overſeer of any eſtate upon oath. 

| *® See the view of the principles of the ſlave laws by 
the committee of council. Prir. Co. Rep. part 3. 

+ The legiſlature of Antigua in its inſtructions to 
its agents ſays “ If it is objected by any of his Ma- 
« jeſty's miniſters, or by any member of either Houſe, 
„that no law hath been yet paſſed in this iſland for 
cc the better regulation and comfort of ſlaves, we deſire 
* that you will on our part aſſert, that the omiſſion has 
© not proceeded from wilful inattention, or neglect of 
tc a ſubject, which the people of Great Britain now 
“ conſider of ſuch very great importance; but from 
« our unwillingneſs to do any thing in our preſent 
& critical Wen which may haye the appearance of 

c deceit, : 
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"at has Ritl its fears, let others be ordpdfed 1 
. + add the clauſe mentioned by Mr. Franck- 

. lyn, which is a part of the preſent ſlave lay - 

in Maryland®; or introduce the diſpoſſeſſing 

law of the Daniſh iſlands, which is men- 
tioned by Mr. Ramſay "himſelf, as an 77 
feaual method of ſecuring proper War 
to the llaves hack Or if it ſhould be e 


. ” 4 


* deceit, or induce the parliament to ſuppoſe that the 

ec charges of cruelty and oppreſſion, with which the 

& Weſt India colonies have been ſo unjuſtly loaded, 

* had any real foundation in truth; or that by im- 

e mediately paſſing ſpecious laws to regnlate the con- 

duct of the maſters, we wiſh to avert an enquiry into 

„ © © the real ſtate and condition of the ſlaves!” From 
ſuch ſentiments we may be aſſured, that every humane 

recommendation from this country will be inſtantly _ 

complied with. £ 
If any maſter ſhall cruelly miſuſe or W-treat any 

flave, or willingly permit any overſeer, &c. under 

whoſe direction ſuch flave ſhall be placed, to miſuſe, 

&c. ſuch maſter ihall be obliged to ſell ſuch ſlave at 

public outcry 3 the money to be paid to mortagees, or 

bond creditors, if any; if none, to be diſpoſed of by 

the direction of the legiſlature. Francklyn's Obſer- 

vation on the Slave Trade, p. 82. 

+ The governor diveſts a cruel maſter of the. « ma- 

nagement of his property, and ſets humane people over 

as it: a cuſtom truly worthy of imitation z and the only 

effectual 


* 
— 
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chat the due execution of cheſe laws is not 
ſufficiently provided for, deviſe ſome better 


method (if there can be any better) than” he 


that of ſworn guardians * to carry them 1 into 
effect. But if the friends of the Abolition 
Bill, ſhould ſtill perſiſt in maintaining that 
theſe means are all inſufficient, and Jet ad- 
mit that they can ſuggeſt no better, it is in 
ſubſtance ſaying that there ſhall be no 
- flavery, though they will not venture to 
advance ſuch a poſition in expreſs terms. 


It will here be anſwered that a better 
method js offered in the Abolition Bill, 
Which will act as a general compulſory law / nr 
for general good treatment. We are afſured 
that this law alone will inſpire the maſters _ 
: | with a conſtant motive for behaving well, 
| L in thoſe many points in which it is im- 
_ & poſlible for any particular law to come. 
6 between a maſter and his flave ; will 
“ annihilate all the cauſes of che diminution 


effectual method to W hs + treatment to the 
ſlaves. Objections to the Abolition, with anſwers, by 
| Ramſey, p. 66. 

As in the laws of Grenada, ante. 

I Nr. — Anſwers to WR p- 66. 
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e gavese; and is the 2 5 t _ 
Sos « mulys, whereby. a regard to population, 
.  * and conſequently tothe happineſs of the 
"78 Dames cap be effeQually excited ty 


And what is this pI" * . 
whoſe certain and uniform operation is 
thus do reform the minds and morals of 
: maſters, managers and ſlaves? to fructify 
the ſoil, regulate the ſeaſons, baffle the rage | 
of epidemic diſeaſe}, and prevent the bale- 
ful effects of a tropical hurricane 5, or a ſeven 
* 5 Tet: 8 Ae in Aae ne an 


Wh Clarkſon” 8 Eiay on the tmpolicy of the Slave | 
Trade, p-. 94. | 
I Mr. Wilberforce's, Speech, p- 53. 
r In 1779, nearly a fifth part of all the ſlaves in An- 
tigua were taken off by the dyſentry, Council of the 
Iſland. See Priv. Co. Rep. Antigua A. No. 15. 
| $ The committee of the aſſembly in Jamaica, in their 
| \ ſecond report, eſtimate the loſs of negroes by hurricanes, 
N nnd their immediate conſequences, from 1780 to 1786, 
at 15,000, Com. Co. Rep. Jamaica append., p. 3. 
| © For more than ſeven years has this unhappy 
© colony been viſited with a drought, the ſeverity of 
« which cannot be more juſtly deſcribed, than by a 
ce detail of the diſappointments and miſery it has pro- 
. duced.” Petition from the council and afſembly of 
Antigua. See Com. Co. Rep. part 5. Antigua ap- 
pend. C. . 1 
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ment, no ge no proſecution ; but a 


mere pecuniary intereſt: not certain and ob- 
vious, but contingent, and depending on a 


nice calculation of the probability of à life. 


It is aſſumed that a knowledge of the fup- _ 
preſſion of ſupplies from Africa, and the 


increaſed value of every ſlave's life, will 
raiſe ſo quick a ſenſe of intereſt in the minds 
of maſters and managers too, that though 
their ſlaves may prefer play to work, 
though they may deſert the field or the mill 


for a dance or a drinking-bout, yet is it 
ever to be borne in mind, that they muſt . 


be well kept, kindly treated, and ſeldom 
puniſhed, leſt they deſtroy: themſelves or 
fly into the woods f, and thus reduce a 
ſtock which can be no more recruited; 

And do we know ſo little of the weakneſs 
of reaſon, when aſſailed by paſſion, as to be- 
lieve, that the fear of a flave committing 


ſuicide, or dying at the end of nine years 


inſtead of ten, will ever reſtrain the thought- 


leſs profuſion of a vain ſpendthrift, or the _ 
keen reſentment of a jealous debauchee; the 
_ infatuation of a determined gameſter, or the 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, P- 28. 
A, Clarkſon's Eſſay on the Impol. p. 93. 
f * 5 755 . impatience 


* 


* 
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5 8 of a mind ſuffering under the 
perpetual irritation of embarraſſed circum- 


ſtances? It is to be hoped ſuch maſters are 
not very numerous; but. it is againſt ſuch 


only that the protective laws are wanted 


under men of ſubſtance, morality, mid 
prudence, the ſlaves may expect, and (I 
have no doubt) do actually receive. proper 


treatment, Beſides, It is the preſſure of 
. .* the moment that direQts arbitrary power, 


* not diſtant conſequences* : It is imme-+ 


5 44 diate and preſent, not future and diſtant 


© intereſt, however real, that is apt to ac; 
© tuate us f. The deſcription is juſt ;- but 
does it aptly ſuit the intereſt to be created 
by the Abolition Bill? the friends to the 
bill will maintain the affirmative ; they will 


inſiſt, That the want of ſupply being an- 


* xual, the intereſt muſt operate within the 
year, and is therefore ſufficiently imme. 
“ diate and dire& ;” but there ſeems to me 
no probability that the want of ſupply 
| ſhould operate ſo ſoon ; for although it is 
better both for maſters and ſlaves that there 
ſhould be an opportunity of purchaſing 


* Ramſcy's Anſwer to Objections, p. 66, 
+ Mr, Wilberforce's Speech, p. 24. 
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every year, yet the interruption & the _ 1 
ply for any _ year would 0 e t 
be ſcarce felt. 


3 tha us ſuppoſe the annual loſs upon a 
hundred negroes to be three. The ninety 
ſeven negroes will do the work of the hun- 
dred without perceiving the difference: 3 
perhaps may the ninety four in the ſerond 
year: and even the ninety one may get 
through the work of the third year toler- 
ably well, eſpecially if there happens to be 
only a middling crop. Hitherto then the 
produce has not failed for want of hands, | 
The planter may have ' ſome occaſional 4 
alarms at ſeeing the annual decreaſe of his 
ſtock, and no African ſupplies; but he flat 
ters himſelf with the hope, that the ſurviv- 
ing negroes may be more healthy and long- 
lived, or that they may go on at leaſt 
as well as they have done, or that he 
may pick up ſome in the iſlands ; above all, 
he conſiders that his buſineſs has been done, 
arid ſhall be done as long as poſſible. Is it 
not obvious that very many planters will 
act and reaſon in this manner? and if they Yi 
n where is the immedioie and . ws. 


\ 
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_ tereſt" etre is at all times, nnd: under all 
circumſtances, to enforce the abſolute neceſ- 
wy of moderate you and kind treatment? 


| 5 will now {ew an intereſt which is 
really immediate and preſent, and directly 
oppoſite to that intended to be gyeated by 
the Abolition Bill. -Suppole an embarraſſed 
planter to have loſt in two years, from the 
paſſing of the Abolition Bill, ſix or ſeven 
flaves out of his ſtock of one hundred; his 
creditors are troubleſome, a war has raiſed 
the price of proviſions 25 or 30 per cent. 
his proviſion- grounds have conſiderably 
failed, but his canes have eſcaped and the 
crop is abundant.—This caſe, with all it's 
circumſtances, will be allowed to be far 
from improbable.—Here then, either the 
ſlaves muſt be over- worked and ſparingly 
fed, or Proviſions muſt be bought at an 
enormous price, and part of the crop loſt 
for want of hands. Now is it to be be- 
lieved that a man ſo circumſtanced will 
from any apprehenſion of future loſs accept 
the ſecond alternative? or that the idea of 
not being able to replace his ſlave from 
Afraica, will be ſo immediate and preſent 
| to 


U 
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to bis mind, as the preſſure of. the moment; x 
and the deſire of quieting his creditors and 
ſecuring his crop? Even in this country; 
would a farmer ſuffer a ſingle acre of wheat 
to rot on the ground, whilſt he could pro- 
cure one hand or foot to move for him? 
yet here is no material inequality of crops; 
but in the iſlands the difference in value is 
often treble or quadruple between the crops 
of different years * : The planter therefore 
will naturally exert his ſlaves to the utmoſt 
to houſe what is actually upon the land, 
and truſt to the reſt of the year for reeruit- 
ing them by good keeping and reſt; 


Meanwhile the miſchief is done; the ex- 


ceſſive exertion reduces ſtill more the effec- 
tive ſtock; no ſupply is to be got from 
Africa; the ſurviving ſtock, and conſe- 
quently the births (which are expected to 
cure all theſe evils) muſt naturally decreaſe; 
and with great rapidity too, in caſe there 
ſhould be two or three abundant crops 


"SF underſtand the crops in moſt of the iſlands may, 2 85 


in the courſe of ten years, be eſtimated M 8 
2 Abundant a 
6 Middling, or ſeaſonable 
2 Nearly or wholly tailing. 


| only | 


ER: "0a * 
 thortly after the act, and before. its oats 


72 | appear (if they r a Appear) in 4 


x nem an. 6 . | . e 


”T hope my reader will not - think that 1 
| he dwelt too long on this part of the ar- 
gument. The pretence of creating an in- 
creaſed intereſt in the ſlaves welfare, and 
an abſolute and immediate neceſſity of better 

treatment, is the main hinge and vital prin- 
ciple of the Abolition Bill, as far as it con- 
cerns the ſlaves now in the iſlands. If there- 
fore I have proved this pretence to be ill- 
founded, it follows that the bill is ſo far 
uſeleſs and unequal to one of its principal 
objects. Indeed, whether it ſucceeds or not, 
it ſeems to me at preſent a moſt violent 
and. deſperate, remedy, applied to a diſeaſe 
7 apparently wearing itſelf out: it would be 
the adopting of a meaſure, which profeſſes 
to compel the planters to ule their ſlaves 
well at the very time when they are diſ- 
poſed touſe them well without compulſion *, 

and when the treatment of the flaves is 
acknowledged to be improving every day f. 


* See Privy c Report, part iti. titled, View 
of the Principles of the Slave Laws. © 
+ Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 28 and 29. 


But 


( 

But whatever. may be the treatment of _ 
the flaves, either in the paſſage or the iſlands, 
we haye been told, that © there is one 
„ ſpecies of evidence abſolutely infallible ; 
« death, at leaſt, is a ſure ground of evi. 

« dence: and it will be found, upon an 
_ 4 average of all the ſhips of which evi- 
«* dence has been given at the Privy Coun- 
« cil, that, exclufive of thoſe who periſh 
before they fail, not leſs than 12. 
per. cent. periſh in the paſſage ; the 
" Jamaica Reports tells us, that no Teſs 
* than 4 1 per. cent. die on ſhore be- 


( fore the day of fale : 3 and one third f 
more dies in the ſeaſoning ; but of this 


laſt mortality the diſeaſes contracted on 


„ ſhip-board,. and the miſchievous tricks 95 


4 uſed to make them up for ſale, are (as the 


famaica Report wie the * 
cauſes. | 


I have compared this eſtimate with the 
evidence in the Report of the Privy Coun. 
cil, und do not think it is NPE any means 
eſtabliſhed, 


Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 16. 
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7s. 
For, 1. There does not ſeem to be 
a ſingle expreſſion in the evidence which 


ſhould lead one to ſuppoſe that the ac- 


counts furniſhed by the witneſſes are 


confined to the flaves loſt in the paſſage 


only; on the contrary, it ſeems clear to me 


| that the witneſſes ſpeak of the he number 
loft, out of the whole number ſhipped, 


2. The loſs of ſlaves in the paſſage, on an 
averageof all the ſhips given in evidence, in- 


Read of being not leſs than 12 per. cent, 


does n not amount to quite 10 per. cent *, 
3. It 


The five 1 witneſſes have i ſpecified 
their numbers and loſs. 
NN Slaves foip'd. hf. 
Mr. Arnold, -'- - - - - - - 206 19 
Hall.... 560 110 
7 . 239 
Norris =- - =- 2175 78 
Penny, - - - =- 2576 11g 
The medium of the numbers ſtated by 
the following witneſſes, {tands ag 
under. 
Mr. Eldrid made three voyages, and 
carried from 140 to 150 (ſay 125) 
ſlaves each voyage; and loſt about 70 
in the firſt, and between 20 and 30 | 
(fay 25) in each of the other voyages. 435 120 


6402 667 
A. Mr. 
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8 It is certain that the Committee of 


41 per 
Slaves ſhip'd. 1. 
7 ns | WE. 6402 667 
Mr. Newton made three voyages, and *- _ 
took about 220 ſlaves on an average; 
loſt one third (ſay 74) in the firſt, very 
few (fay 10) in the ſecond, and none 
-in hl! 7 We: bs 


Mr. Falconbridge made three voyages; 


in the firſt took 105 ſlaves and loſt 40; 


in the ſecond, about 38D and loſt up- 


wards of an hundred (ſay 1 10); in the 


third 420 and loſt 3g. Ca» 6 


| Mr. Dalzell in one voyage took 440 


ſlaves, and loſt near a third (ſay 147); 


in a ſecond 360 and loſt about a 


fourth (ſay go), in a third, 106; and 
in a fourth voyage about 160 or 170 
(ſay 165), and loſt about 5 per cent. on 
both cargo e.. 


Mr. Heatly having been in the trade 
from 1763 to 1788, may have made 
15 voyages. His ſhips were from go 


to 250 (ſay 150) tons, generally took 


two ſlaves to a ton, (ſay 3 flaves to 2 


tons) ſay 225 flaves each; he traded 
from Gambia, and thinks 5 per. cent. 


a large mortality from that part of the 


coaſt; he never loſt more than 11, and 


| G 2 


Alon! in e has ſtated a loſs of 


950 189, 
Io71 230 
9083 1190 
then 
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44 per. cent. between the time of arrival 
and ſale of the flaves: But it is alſo 


certain, that the Committee betrays a moſt 
anxious defire to ſwell the loſs on board 


of the ſhips, for the purpoſe of leſſening 
the mortality ne to bad treatment in 
the iſlands *; The only document pro- 
duced in ſupport of this ſtatement, is an 
extract from ns books of Mr. Lindo, a 


Slaves ſhip'd, bit. 

5 5 9083 1190 
then he had 280 flaves on boatd ; fay 1.4 

then 15 voyages, at 225 each voyage, 

and 5 per. cent. los- < - 23335 169 
Mr. Anderſon made ſeven or eight (ſay 

7) voyages, took from 300 to 350 (fay 

325) ſlaves; can fafely fay he never 

loſt more than 15 int each voyage. 2275 10 
Mr. Bowen made one voyage, took 

between 230 and 250 (fay 240), and 

loſt none. 240 ooo 
Mf. Gandy made two voyages, took 

270, and fays he loſt a good many, 

but on this evidence I would not un- 

dertake to form any eſtimate. 


_— 


14973 1464 
10 per. cent. on 14973 is 1493, that is 29 more 
than the number ſtated to have been loſt. 


* See this report in the * Rep. part iii. 
tit. Jamaica Appendix. 


flave- 
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flave-faQtof ; by which it appears, that out © 
of ſeven thouſandeight hundred and ſeventy- 
three ſlaves, conſigned to him in the courſe 
of three yeats, there died, between entry 
afd' ſale, three hundred and ſixty- three, or 
about 41 per. cent. of which number, one 


hundred and forty-ſeven, out of five hun- 


dred and twenty, died on - board of one 
ſhip ; a mortality which I ſuſpect to be ſo 
very extraordinary, that it ought not to 
ferve as any part of the data for an average 
eſtimate. Upon this ſingle document the 
Committee of aſſembly has eftimated the 
average loſs to be 44 per. cent. between the 
entry and ſale of all the flaves imported 
ſince the conqueſt of the iſland, amounting 
to no leſs a number than fix hundred and 
ſeventy-ſix thouſand two hundred and 
ſeventy-ſix. The Committee has indeed 
added, That they conceive, on many ac- 
counts, this allowance to be moderate.” 
But as no other reaſon or evidence is 
offered, as ſeven thouſand eight hundred 
and ſeventy-three ſeem to be too ſmall a 
number to ſupport an average eſtimate on 
ſix hundred and ſeventy- ſix thouſand two 
hundred and ſeventy-ſix, and as the Com- 
mittee 


n 85 
mittee apparently conſidered themſelves t6 


be intereſted in the queſtion, their opinion 


upon this point can have but little weight. 

4. The calculation, that one third of 
the ſlaves ſold dies in the ſeaſoning, i. e. 
within two years, is corroborated by the 


difference of the price between a newly 
imported and a native negro ; but it ſeems 


to be agreed on all hands, that the diſeaſes 


contracted on ſhip- board, and the malprae- 
tices uſed in preparing the ſlaves for ſale, are 


the principal cauſes of this mortality, which 


it may be expected will be greatly dimi- 


niſhed by the operation of the Regulation 


Act; as the limiting the number of ſlaves to 


be taken on board, muſt give room to in- 


troduce many precautions for their health - 


and comfort. 


This argument againſt the Slave Trade, 


drawn from a loſs of human life beyond 


the ordinary courſe of nature, led me to 
conſider, if the abolition* of the trade would 
1 probably 


I mean a general abolition both in Europe and 
America; for I preſume it will be allowed me— that if 
our abolition ſhould only transfer the trade from Great 

Britain 


4 . LW; 1 

probably put an end to, or greatly lefſen 
this loſs: and from all the accounts of 
Africa and its inhabitants, I think there 
appears but too much reaſon to apprehend 
that the abolition may occaſion more mor- 
tality and anne, arg it wall e 
prevent. 


There can be no doubt but ſlavery is a 
very common condition in life throughout 
Africa; and if any credit is due to hiſtory, 
the following facts are proved beyond diſ- 
Pute, 


I. Famines are frequent in this coun- 
try*; and indeed, without proof, they 
might eaſily be preſumed to happen in re- 
; | ions 


Britain to other nations, the Africans would ey at 
all benefited, nor the cauſe of humanity i in the ſmalleſt : 
degree advanced. _, f 

* Leo Africanus, ſpeaking of part of 88 
ſays, © horum animi vilitati Inedia quædam ſeſe adjun- 

c git. Ed. Elz. p. 652.” Barbot ſays, —® The people 
cc are often ſwept away by famines. In 1681 many 
« thouſands were deſtroyed by a famine, and many 
e ſold themſelves for food; yet I was told this was not 
* to be compared to the famine in 1641 and 1642,” 
Churchill's Collection, v. 5, p. 33. | 
| | Labat 


7 @ 


Sons ſituated within the torrid zone, igno- 
rantly and indolently cultivated, ſubject to 
5 the extremes of drought, rain, and inun- 


dations, and ſwarming with clouds of de- 
ſtructive inſects. | 


2. Beſides frequent wars besen ack 
bouring ſtates, hords of ſavages have 
from time to time over-run whole countries 


Labat ſays,—* That Mr. Brue bought mo 
« Bombaras flaves in very bad condition; there had 
« been a famine, and the merchants had loft many for 
% want of food.” Hiſt, de Afrique, Occid. v. 3, 
p- 359. (M. Brue was in Africa between 1692 and 
1714). In Whydah, one barren year occaſions an in- 
. credible famine, ſo that freemen have ſometimes diſ- 
charged their ſlaves, and even ſold themſelves for vice 
tuals. Barbot, Churchill's Collection, v. 5. p. 329. 

In the 15th century there was ſo dreadful a famine 
on the Gold Coaſt, and the market for ſlaves was fo 
over-ſtocked, that the Portugueſe merchants had not 
ſhips to tranſport them. Many of the great men and 
princes ſold themſelves for ſlaves to the Portugueſe, . 
Mod. Univ. Hiſt, v. 16, p. 157. 8 
In 1675 the natives of the Senegal and Gambia ex- 
perienced a moſt calamitous famine. Men ſold theme 
ſelves, their wives and children for food; and they not 
only ſold, but devoured one ee Mod. Univ. 
Hiſt. v. 17. p. 273. 

In 1706, Brock ſaw many laves bought for about 


an hatfull of wheat each; and the famine was ſo great 


that parents ſold their children for ſlaves. 


in 


n 


in irreſiſtible numbers ; when thouſitids of 
priſoners have been killed to propitiate their 
gods, to do honour to their generally or to? 
feaſt the ſoldiers, ,  _ Lol 


| Th 


A commander of Giaghis, having, with the aſſiſ- 
tance of the Portugueſe, obtained a victory over the 
Sogneſe, propoſed that the priſoners ſhould be killed 
and eaten. Churchill's Collection, vol. i. p. 683: - 
The Giaghis and inhabitants of Anſiko, are always 
engaged in wars with the other blacks, and are known 
to be cannibals. Churchill's Collection, vol. v. p. 479. 
Without the city of San Salvador in Congo, is the 
Pombo, or Great Market, built by the Giaghis, where 
human fleſh uſed to be ſold; but the Portugueſe choſe , 
to have the ſlaves alive. Churchill's Collection, vol. i. 
P- 720. 2 
In their private 3 when che negroes geht, | 
the priſoners become ſlaves to the conquerors. Church- 
il's Collection, vol. i. p. 510. But in their national 
wars, all the priſoners are beheaded. ib. vol. v. p. 493. 
When the natives of the Biſſaos iſlands are at war, if 
any of their own party are killed they ſeldom fell any 
priſoners, but kill them all in revenge; otherwiſe they 
ſell part, always reſerving ſome as a ſacrifice to their 
gods. Labat. Afr. Occid. vol. v. p. 133. 139. 168. 
Dr. Spaarman, ſpeaking of the Caffres, who have no 
flave trade, and (as I underſtand) no intercourſe with 
the Europeans, ſays, “ It is ſaid, they are frequently 
c at war with one another, and always * the * 


ers.“ Vol. ii. p. 153. 
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3. The wives and ſlaves of the deceaſed 


are ſacrificed at the funerals of their huſ- 


bands 1 A 
4. Theſe ſacrifices of ebony ind flaves 
r decreaſed ſince the natives have found 


che advantage of ſelling them to the s. 


. | 1 


3 letter in Smith's book and Snalgraye, con- 


fain full accounts of the cruelties committed by the 
king of Da generals, in the N of 
Why dan. 

»The notoriety of this praQtice, makes it unne- 


ceſſary to cite any authorities in proof of it. 
I All the Africans ſpeak of the Giaghis, Ind people 


of Anſiko, as cannibals, who are continually at war, 
and always eat both the ſlain and the priſoners, unleſs 
they can ſell them to advantage. | Churchill's Collec- 


tion, vol. v. p. 479- 


The inhabitants of the Biſſaos iſles kill all their pri- 
ſoners of war, if any of their own party have been 
killed ; otherwiſe they ſell them; but always reſerving 
ſome as a ſacrifice to their gods. Labat. Aft. Occid. 
vol. v. 133. 139. 168. 7 

The inhabitants of Cape Meſurado are [iid to have 
formerly ſacrificed their priſoners to the ſun ; but fince 
they have found out a way to get rid of them to advan- 
tage, by ſelling them to the Europeans, theſe ſacrifices 
have ceaſed, Des Marchais, vol. i. p- 101. 

The cuſtom of ſtrangling faves at their maſter's 
funeral beging to loſe ground in Sierra Leone, as well 

; as 


BY Wt 


But ſuppoſing the Slave Trade wholly at 
an end, what is to become of the one hun- 
dred thouſand ſlaves now - annually taken 
out of the hands of their African maſters ? 


as in other places. Churchill's ColleAions, vol v. 
p- 121. 

At Aquaffon (W. of C. Corſo,) is a market where 
the blacks buy ſlaves to be killed at the funerals of chert 
kings, ib. p. 172. 

The inland inhabitants of the eaſt- ſide of the River 
Calabar are reported to eat the ſlain, and bring their 
priſoners down to New Calabar for . ſale ; but if a pri- 
ſoner is ſick, they do not try to cure him, but kill bim : 
for a public feaſt. ib. 381. ca 

In the Biſſaos iſles, the king's favourite wives and 
flaves are ſacrificed at his funeral; but lately this cuſ- 
tom is almoſt aboliſhed. Labat. Afr. Occid: vol. v. 
p. 128. 137. 

The king of Dahomey told Mr. Norris, that he 
ſhould order ſome priſoners, whom Mr. Norris re- 
fuſed to buy, to be killed. Priv. Co. Rep, part i. tit. 
Government, &c. 


Mr. Matthews, who has reſided two years in Sierra 


Leone, and ſpeaks the language, was told that they 
formerly killed their priſoners ;.but this practice has 
now ceaſed. ib. tit. Slaves. 

Snelgrave ſaw the bodies of many We priſoners 
who had been ſacrificed to attend the king's wives in 
the other world. The king himſelf choſe others to be 
offered up to their gods; and he gave as a reaſon for 
chooſing old men, that the Europeans would not wy 
them on account of their age, p. 494. 
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is it poſlible not to infer the future from the 
_paſt? or is this inference rendered improba- 
ble by any apparent change in the climate 
of Africa, or the character of it's people? 
The temptation of exchanging priſoners of 
war, adulterers, ſorcerers, &c. being taken 
away, the former bloody conſequences, of 
conqueſt, revenge, ſuperſtition and famine, 
will of courſe revive ; murder and facrifices 
will be recurred to as political and neceſſary 
expedients; the only ready means of getting 
rid of thoſe whom they dare not t ſet free, and 
cannot maintain *, 7 
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* Mr. Baggs has given in evidence (Priv. Co. Rep, 
part i. tit. Slaves) that “ It has happened when the : 
* marauding parties have come down and found no 

“ ſhips at the water fide, they have killed their captives 
&« rather then ſend them back or be at the expence of 
© maintaining them.” I myſelf doubt the truth of this 
information, which was given to Mr. Baggs by ſome of 

the black traders; but admitting it to be true, as 
priſoners fairly taken would be equally expenſive to 
maintain, they would probably meet the ſame fate ; 
and whatever may have been ſaid of kidnapping and 
falſe accuſations, a man muſt be ſtrangely prejudiced, 
or incredulous, who does not believe that ſo extenſive 
a country as Africa muſt annually produce thouſands 
of priſoners of war, and convicts juſtly enſlaved ac- 
cording to the laws there eſtabliſhed. 


I know 
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A know it has been ſaid, that theſe ac- 
counts of famines, ſacrifices and cannibaliſm, 
are mere miſrepreſentations or fictions; 
I have therefore given my authorities, and 
every reader may judge for himſelf, 


I ſhall now conclude my firſt diviſion of 
the ſubject, with obſerving, that humanity 
and juſtice are great and amiable virtues ; 
and the moraliſt and divine can find no 
difficulty in enforcing the practice of them 
as important duties; but when they are 


appealed to as the firſt and only principles 
for enacting or repealing any particular law; 


it greatly behoves us to underſtand them 

rightly, and apply them wiſely, and eſpe- 
cially to guard againſt animated appeals to 
the paſſions, and the immediate impulſe of 
ſenſibility ; for even the good paſſions, 
when called into action, or irritated by op- 
polition, partake of the frailty of our na- 
ture; and humanity and piety (as well as 
cruelty and avarice), may at times be tempted _ 
to miſrepreſent or pervert the truth, 


In conſidering the Slave Trade in a po- 
litical and mercantile point of view, I will 
. endeavour 


endeavour to 3 as much as poſſible, | 
the objections made to the continuance of 
the trade from; thoſe which may be fug- 
geſted againſt the abolgon of it. | 


This trade is ſaid to be wa Firſt 
to our merchants, who are charged with 
« perſevering in it merely from a ſpirit of 

gambling; for that it is upon the whole 
* a ling trade, and is indeed n 
4 more or leſs than a commercial lottery *. 
But a lottery, though diſadvantageous to 
the bulk of adventurers, is certainly advan- 
tageous to the ſtate, otherwiſe lotteries 
would not have been adopted at. different 
times by all adminiſtrations : ſo this trade 


muſt ſurely be in ſome ſhape beneficial to 


the country, or it would never have been 
ſo frequently encouraged by the legiſlature, 
and ſo warmly defended by the planters, 


who are more immediately concerned, 


And if it be beneficial upon the whole, it 
may be as impolitic to prohibit this gn 
as to prohibit all lotteries. 


* Clarkſon's 8 of the Slave Trade, p. 25, 
26. | 
But, 


1 1 


But the planters are ſaid to miſtake their 


own intereſts, for that it is a lofing trade 
to them too; and © every planter who 
« keeps up his ſtock of flaves by purchaſ- 


6. ing inſtead of breeding, muſt be ruined,” 


To prove this, Mr. Ramſay Jelivered to 


the Privy Council *, a calculation of the loſs 
and profit on ten purchaſed ſlaves : where- 


in, having computed the prime coſt, loſs in 


ſeaſoning, maintainance, &c. and taken Mr. 


Long's eſtimate, of two hogſheads of ſugar - 


to every three ſlaves, as the produce of 
their labour, he aſſerts a loſs of 1001. per 


ann. on every ten purchaſed ſlaves. —I own 


myſelf to be not ſufficiently informed upon 
the ſubje& to ſift the data of this calcula- 


tion; but it ſeems to be imperfect in many 


reſpects; and there is one part of it in par- 


ticular which prevents me aſſenting to the 


concluſion. Mr. Long, in his eſtimate of 
two hogſheads to every three ſlaves, clearly 
proportions the quantity of ſugar to all the 


ſlaves on a plantation, old and young, ſer- 


viceable and unſerviceable. But when a 
Planter has bou ght ten ſlaves, and loſt ( 


See Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. tit. Further evidence, 


&c. 


four 


four in the 1 the remaining fox | 


muſt be ſuppoſed to be all able field negroes, 


who will conſequently raiſe much more 


than four hogſheads; ſince in a ſtock of 

one hundred negroes there are ſeldom fifty 

who are equal to the laborious parts of the 
cultivation of the cane, 5 
65 

But, independent of particular calcula- 

tions, we all know that many Weſt Indian 


eſtates have ſupported the owners from fa- | 


ther to ſon. in eaſe and affluence, though their 
Rocks of ſlaves have been conſtantly re- 
cruited by purchaſes. How can we recon- 
cile this with the notion of ſuch purchaſes 
being a certain and regular loſs? Beſides, 
the Slave Trade has been carried on upon 


a very extenſive ſcale for many, perhaps 
fifty or ſixty years; and it appears hardly 


credible that a great number of merchants 
ſhould perſevere through a long courſe. of 
years in ſelling, and a far greater number 
of planters in buying the ſame commodity, 
and yet all parties be loſers by the trade. 
The French, the Spaniards and the Dutch 
are equally eager to ſhare the trade; do 


_— 


they loſe by it too? Mr. Ramſay tells us“, 


* ObjeCtions to the abolition, with anſwers, p. 34 
— that 
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that the French iſlands, being more 
ec fertile, can bear a more expenſive cultiva- 
« tion, and their ſlaves, being better kept, 
« are leſs unproductive (for they too are 
« unproductive) than ours.” But then 
keeping them dearer, and buying them 
dearer (as I am informed the French do) 
ſhould ſeem to bring the French in ſome 
degree upon a level with our own planters, 
— The Spaniards are ſaid “ to have large 

tracts of uncultivated lands; that thoſe in 
« cultivation are not nearly ſtocked, and 
“ therefore they are glad to buy ſlaves.” 
But ſuppoſing our planters cultivated eſtates 
to be fully ſtocked, yet in Jamaica alone 
there are 2,350,000 acres of cultivable land 


* M.d'Auberteuil expreſsly ſays, that ( the Engliſh 
cc exact leſs labour from their negroes, and are at 
« greater expence in maintaining them.” Conſidera- 
tions ſur Petat de la colonie Frangoiſe de St. Dominique, 
vol. 1. p. 45. (N. B. This work was publiſhed by au- 
thority, and its veracity has never been impeached); if 
this be really ſo, it ſtrengthens my argument upon Mr. 
Ramſay's principles. For he argues thus: © the French 


* loſe leſs by their purchaſed ſlaves, becauſe they keep 


them better;”—conſequently, if they do on the con- 
trary keep them worſe, they muſt loſe more by them 
than we do, and ſhould therefore be leſs willing to pur. 
chaſe, | 3 


hs Do” uncul- 
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uncultivated * ; ſo that hitherto the ſtate 
of the Spaniſh iſlands, in point of culti- 
vation, can make no difference; and I 
am left to conclude, that both French and 
Spaniards are as fond of loſing by this trade 
as ourſelves, As to the Dutch, they ſeem 
to entertain a very different Opinion upon 
the ſubject, and were probably, on this ac» 
count, not mentioned by Mr. Ramſay. 
The States of Holland and Weſt Frieſland 
have declared,“ that the trade to the 
« Weſt Indies is of the utmoſt conſequence 
to the republic, and one of the chief 
« means of the ſupport of its inhabitants, 
Kc. and that the proſperity of the Colo- 
« niſts, without doubt, depends on the 
« plentiful ſupply of ſlaves, and that con- 
| «. ſequently every means ſhould be adopted 
to render this ſupply equal to the wants 
“of the colonies.” Now that ſuch a num- 
ber of merchants and planters of different 
nations ſhould perſiſt, year after year, in a 
loſing trade, is ſo extraordinary a pheno- 
menon in commerce, that one cannot but 
ſuſpect ſome fallacy or error in whatever 

arguments are offered to eſtabliſh it, 


* Clarkſon's Impolicy of, &c. p. 110, 
But 
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But although the Slave Trade ſhould not 
be a loſing one, yet it is ſaid to be clearly 
weren for the ac ah, reaſons : — 


1, ger might be toes by Euro- TEE: 


peans. > 
2, Much labour 8 be ſaved * in- 
troducing our implements of huſbandry. 

3, The planters did not ſuffer by an in- 
terruption of the trade for fix years. 

4, The number of comets ſlaves. might 
be reduced. Rane” | 

5, The Wer K n f Je! 
up by breeding. 

6, That in Jamaica an aftual increaſe by 
Population | is begun. 5 


That ſugar may be raiſed by Europeans 
is * ſaid to be fully proved by Robertſon's 
Tracts and the Hiſtories of the Iſlands. 1 
have never met with Robertſon's Tracts, 
nor with any perſon who has ſeen them; 
but I have looked into Du Tertre and 


Ligon, and have alſo conſidered the ae 


* See Mr. Ramſay's evidence, Priv. Co. Rep. part ö 8 


g ii. tit. Further Evidence, &c. 
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a 
vations of Meſſrs. Fuller and 1 Spooner 
upon thoſe authors, and am myſelf convin- 
ced that ſugar never was raiſed by Euro- 
peans. Many of our Admirals, all the 
Agents, Legiſlators, and Governors of the 
Iſlands, have declared their opinion that it 
is impoſſible J. But I preſume it to be 
perfectly immaterial whether it is or is not 
practicable : becauſe, if I but ſuſpected that 
any ſuch plan was ſeriouſly thought of, or 
could ever be permitted, that an annual 
emigration of eight or ten thouſand Britiſh 
labourers (or, even half that number) could 
poſſibly be one of the conſequences of the 
Abolition Bill, this ſingle conſideration 
- would determine me at once to give it the 
utmoſt oppoſition ; and I doubt not but 
moſt Members of Partiament would ſhew 
themſelves to be of the ſame opinion, 


2, I once gave great credit to the aſſer- 
tion, that the cultivation of the iſlands 
might be conſiderably aided by our imple- 


+ Priv. Co. Rep. part v. tit. Grenada and St. Chriſ- 
topher. C. No. 7, 8. and part iii. Jamaica Appendix. 

+ See Priv. Co. Rep. Appendixes to the ſeveral 
lands, letter A. No. 37. 39. and 7 iii. tit. Further 
evidence, &c. 
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ments of huſbandry; but the Privy Coun- 


cil Report contains ſuch a body of evidence 
againſt it, that I doubt if the plough, or any 


other farming implements, can be intro- 


duced to much extent or 1 > ex · 


cept in Jamaica . 


Every part of the cultivation of the 
iſlands is condemned by Mr. Botham *, 
who has given a very clear account of #5 
method of raiſing ſugar in Java, by free 
labourers, who work taſk-work. But the 
emancipation of our negroes is not con- 


| tended for; and the nature and ſurface of 


the ſoil in our iſlands render it highly im- 
probable that the practice recommended by 
Mr. Botham ſhould ſucceed. He deſcribes 
indeed an inſtrument for earthing up the 
canes, which promiſes to be ſerviceable, and 
at leaſt merits an Re 


Mr. Aſbley + uſd te ping ie dns 
year, in breaking up ſome freſh ground, 


* See his eviderice, Prir. Co. Rep. part ili. tit. Cul- 
tivation of Sugar, No, 3. 


+ See his evidence, Priv. Co. Reps port il tit. Jer 
maica, No. g. 


and 


0 
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and more than doubled the uſual crop of 
| his eſtate. But this was the experience of 
a ſingle year, and that a remarkable yield- 
ing year *, upon freſh ground, and in Ja- 
maica; where, from the great quantity 
and variety of ſoil, nuch may be found 

fit for the plough, and where the uſe of 
the plough 18 daily inereaſing, and will pro- 
bably be carried to the utmoſt extent, whe- 
ther the Abolition Bill ſucceed or not. In 
Barbadoes, Grenada, St. Chriſtopher, Do- 
minica, St. Vincent, and Antigua, the 
plough has been tried and abandoned 75 
and what weighs particularly with me is, 
that Col. Martin , Who ſtrongly recom- 
mended the uſe of the plough in Antigua, - 
did himſelf give it up after the experience 
of ſome years . It appears alſo from the 
evidence , that ſpades, wheel-barrows, 


* 1785, ſaid to have been ſo by Mr. Aſhley, ibid. 

f See the Appendixes to theſe Wands, iter” A. No. 
42.47 

t Author of a very uſcful treatiſe on * manage- 
ment of ſugar plantations, written with much good 
ſenſe and humanity. 

See Dr. Adair's evidence, Priv. Co. Rep. Anti- 
gua Appendix, letter A. No. 42. | 
9 See the Appendixes, letter A. No. 42. 5 


three- 
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r carts, &c. have been tried a 
and laid aſide at the deſire of the negroes, 
who prefer * the hoe, the bill, and the 
buſier to any other implenients. 


Even were the 1 to this point leſs 
convincing than it is, ſtill as very many 
of the Weſt Indian Land-Owners are edu- 
cated and paſs much of their time in this 
country, it could not be believed but ſeve- 
ral of them muſt have obſerved upon our 
methods and improvements in huſbandry, 
and have tried to turn them to account 


upon their own eſtates. If ſome men ad- 


here too obſtinately to old cuſtoms, there 
are others equally fond of experiment and 
innovation; and ] believe few of the ſciences 
have produced more projectors than agricul- 
ture. When therefore we affect to dictate 
new modes of cultivation to the planters, 
and blame them for not ſparing their ſlaves 


* I once heard a planter attribute this preference 
to the natural make of the negroes, who are generally 
ſtrong in the arms, cheſt, and ſhoulders, but narrow 
in the loins. In ufing the ſpade and wheel-barrow, 
the labour falls chiefly upon the loins z but whether 
more than their hoe, bill and baſket, I & not pretend 
to judge, 


by 


1 5 
by uſing our tools, I ſuſpect that we 
undertake to teach what we do not under- 
ſtand, and condemn them for neglecting 

means which they have already proved to 
be ineffeQual. | 


3 The interruption of the ſupply of 
ſlaves during the war is mentioned by Mr. 
Ramſay *, and ſtrongly relied on by Mr. 
Clarkſon f. The facts ſtated are, - that 
the number of ere employed in 1772 


Was 175. 
In 1777 no more than 585 

_ 8 

1779 28 


At which laſt period the trade may be 
conſidered as nearly aboliſhed. That in 


1772 the ſugar imported was 1,766,422 


cwts; and 1,444,943 in 1779. The dif- 
ference (324,479 cwts.) Mr. Clarkſon 

imputes to captures by the enemy, and 
therefore concludes, that as much ſugar wag 
made (though not imported) after the ſup. 
ply of ſlaves was cut off, as before.—T can- 
not aſſent to this concluſion, becauſe 


® Objections to the Abolition, with Anſwers, p- 41. 
+ Inpolicy of the Slave Trade, p. 125. 
3²4,479 


— = 
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5 324,470 3 
flugars annually imported during the eig | 
years, viz. from 1772 to 1779; which - 
ſeems to be allowing too much for the cap- 
tures, - But admitting this to be ſo, it does 
not appear that the ſupply of flaves was 
materially interrupted prior to the yer 
1779. For che annual demand for ſlaves 
in our iſlands may be taken at 15,000, and 
Mr. Clarkſon eſtimates the average mums — 
| ber of ſlaves in a Britiſh ſhip at 360, which \'\ 
= is certainly too high. But taking them at 
Zoo, the 58 ſhips in 1777 carried 17,400 
ſlaves; the 41 ſhips in 1778 might have 
12,300; and even the. 8000 flaves, Which 4 
were probably brought by the 28 ſhips in : 1 
1779, afforded the planters half of the co 
uſual ſupply. There can be no doubt but 
that, during the war, the ſlave ſhips had 
every poſſible encouragement to go to our 
own iſlands. in preference to any other; and 
if they did ſo, where was the interruption 
for ſix, or five, or even four years? I can 
believe a partial interruption for one or two 
would not be felt. Nothing can prove this 
ſuppoſed interruption, but an account of the 
ſlaves imported in every year from TP 
1779. No ſuch account has been given in 


"IN Ln JO; 
K evidence, 
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> WER and if it cannot be prong this 
_ can never be eſtabliſhed. 


4. Abe ſtocks of working PREM might 


1880 be immediately increaſed by turn- 


ing ſome houſehold ſervants into the fields; 
but when I am told * that ordinary families 
keep from twenty to forty of this ſort, I 
doubt a little if the deſcription be juſt, and 
wiſh to enquire further into the com 
of a plantation. The merely living or being 
employed in the houſe, inſtead of the field, 
does not make them houſe-ſervants, in the 


ſenſe required for this argument; and if 


their buſineſs in or about the houſe conſiſts 
in matters relative to the plantation (ſuch 
as the ſtores, books, ſlaves or cattle), they 
are not properly houſehold, but plantation 


ſervants. A few vain, or extravagant men, 


may entertain ſome uſeleſs domeſtics, but 
the moderate will not deſire, and the in- 
ferior planters cannot afford, to imitate 
them: beſides, might not the change from 
houſe- ſervice to field-labour operate in 
many inſtances as a ſecond ſeaſoning? and 
fo far both maſters and ſlaves would be 
ſufferers by this plan. At beſt, this expe- 


Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p- 32. 
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dient is only partial, and ſuggeſted as a tem- 
porary ſubſtitute in room of the annual ſup- 
plies, until a new generation ſhall be reared; 


unleſs therefore it can be ſhewn that the 
ſtock of ſlaves can be ſupported by breed- | 


ing, this fourth reaſon againſt the neceſſity 
. of the Slave Trade falls to the ground, 


F. It has been repeatedly aſſerted, that 


the Abolition. Bill will compel the mafters 


to treat the ſlaves well, and that'the ſlaves | 


by. being well treated will increaſe, or at 


leaſt ſupport , their number by breeding. 


The firſt poſition has been already dif- 


cuſſed “. In order to judge rightly of the 
ſecond, we muſt conſider the cauſes which 


are ſuppoſed or admitted to have hitherto 
_ impeded the natural increaſe, 


One of the allowed cauſes is—that there 
are fewer women "_ men ſlaves. 


The obvious vs would be, ſome 
mode of encouraging the importation of a 
greater proportion of women T : but as the 

abolition 


Fo. 34. 
+ I amt however convineed, both by the evidence 
and the manners of the Africans, that in whatever 
K : manner 
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abolition of the Slave Trade is to ſtop all 
importation, the advocates for the bill 
affect to conſider this circumſtance but of 
little conſequence, and ſay, that“ the 
births to be expected from an addition of 


the proper number of women would be 
no more than three hundred“. To ſup- 


port this eſtimate would require a very nice 
and difficult calculation, even if the diſ- 
proportion between the ſexes, in all the 
lands, were exactly aſcertained: but as 
no ſuch account appears f, I cannot 
| imagine 


x 
* 


manner the trade is carried on, there will be always 
fewer women than men brought to market. DEC SIN 
Co. Rep. at the end of title Slaves. 
Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, P- 30. 

+ The evidence to this point in the Priv. Co. Rep. 
ſtands as follows : 

. In Antigua, there is believed to be « one third leſs. of 
woinen than men. 

Montſerrat, the 9 is believed to be _— 
equal. 

Nevis, women are to men as 5 to 4. 

Grenada, A. D. 1783, 14, 438 men to 10, 182 wo- 
men. Part iii. Appendix, A. No. 28. 

Dominica, A. D. 1788, 8116 men to 6851 wo- 
men. Part iv. tit. Population, No. 6. 

Of the diſproportion in Jamaica, Barbadoes, St. 
_ "Chriſtopher and St. Wer. there is no evidence. 
Mr. 


5 
imagine in what manner, or upon what 
grounds, this eſtimate has been made. I 
am aware that, if the importation ſhould be 
effectually prohibited, this diſproportion 
between the ſexes muſt, by the courſe of 
nature, ceaſe ; but, inthe mean time, it muſt 
operate to a certain degree againſt the ſup- 
port of the ſtock by breeding; and although 
at the end of twenty years there ſhould be 
as many women as men, yet the total ſtock. 
of negroes may have ſuffered a 1 ruin- 

ous decreaſe, _ 


A ſecond allowed cauſe * is, the diſſolute- 
neſs of manners that prevails among the ne- 
groes. It appears from the evidence f, that 

they are debilitated by premature and pro- 
miſcuous commerce, enervated by the im- 
moderate uſe of new rum, and. that the 
women frequently attempt to preſerve their 
perſons in requeſt by procuring abortions . 
It is not eaſy to conceive how better treat- 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 60. 

Priv. Co. Rep. Part i iii. Appendix to each iſland, 
A. No. 15. 

t Priv. Co. Rep. Part iii. Antigua Appendix, A, 
No. 11.—Labat, Voy. aux Iſles, Part ii. chap. vi. 


ment 
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TH t 
ment in the artieles of proviſions and labour 
is to produce a reform in theſe points; or 
how more food and leſs work is to render 
the negroes leſs drunken or laſcivious. 
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Another cauſe * alleged is, the want. 
of proper regulations for the entburagement 
of marriages. It appears from the evidence} 
that the planters in general wiſh to have 
their negroes marry on their own eſtates, 
1 and to one wife only, but they do not think 
x ( | it prudent to interfere. Particular privileges 
1 or bounties might induce the negroes to con- 
tract marriage; but ſo rooted is their at- 
tachment to polygamy, that there ſeems to 
be no probability of procuring the obſer- 
vance of conjugal fidelity by any privileges 
or bounties which could be afforded. If 
by © proper regulations,” it is meant that 
the planters, managers, and a ſufficient 
number of able miſſioners ſhall unite their 
Wot endeavours to work a general reform, and 
1% perſuade the negroes to become good Chriſ- 
? tians, and renounce polygamy ; I doubt 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech; p. 60. 
+ Priv. Co. Rep. Part iii. Appendix to each iſland, 
A. No. 14. 


the 
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the progreſs of ſuch a plan would be im- 
perceptibly flow, and indeed the plan itſelf 
ſeems too ſpeculative to be at all depended 
on as a — of population. 


A foils cauſe eyed is hat the 4. | 
ing and rearing of children is not encouraged. 
By the laws of Jamaica *, *, the overſeer of 
every plantation, on 42 there has been 
a natural increaſe of ſlaves within the year, 
is intitled to a premium on every child born. 
on the plantation within the year, and liv- 
ing on the 28th of December. In all the 
iſlands, the common practice is to allow 

pregnant and nurſing women to go out to 
labour an hour later, and leave off an hour 
ſooner than the other ſlaves T; and they 
have an additional allowance of proviſion 
for their children. If more preciſe regula- 
tions are thought requiſite, it would be 
eaſy to make them without aboliſhing the 
Slave Trade. But Meſſrs. Chiſholme and 
Quier (both medical men) give it as their 


* Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. tit. Jamaica Slaves 3 3 "foe 
their Regulation, ſect. 37. 


+ Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. Appendix to each iſland, 
A. No. 14, 15. 


opinion, 
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opinion, that, the chief obſtacle to the 
<« -rearing of children, is the inattention, or 
© ignorance, or obſtinacy of the mothers 
“ and nurſes; and that thoſe who are 
“ much converſant with the negroes, will 
© be aware of the difficulty, if notimpoſh- 

"I of remedying this evil, ſo long as 

© negroes are employed as nurſes to the 

children *.“ That the planters endeavour 
to diſcourage the women from breeding, by 
treating them harſhly for becoming preg- 
nant, or with a view to make them miſ- 
carry, I cannot believe; becauſe the value 
of a female ſlave is always enhanced by her 
having children; becauſe, the value of one 
native is equal to that of two imported 
flaves T; and becauſe, it is now pretty well 
known, that all means of procuring abor- 
tions muſt endanger the health of the party. 


Epidemic diſeaſes are the laſt cauſe I ſhall 
mention of impediment to the natural in- 


* Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. Appendix to Jamaica 
No. 6, 8. nden, No. 15, 17, and n. 
No. 11. 

+ See Dr. Adair's Evidence. Priv. Co. Rep. part ui. 
Antigua Appendix, No. 11. | 


' [0 caſe, 


15 


creaſe. The planters ſay, that theſe are 
| occaſioned by unfavourable ſeaſons and the 
unhealthineſs of ſome ſituations. The ad- 
vocates for the Abolition attribute them to 
unwholeſome or inſufficient food, and too 
much labour. It appears from the evi- 
dence, that Antigua ſuffered by drought 
for ſeven ſucceſſive years: in 1779, nearly 
a fifth of all the negroes died of a dyſen- 
tery ; in 1783 the meaſles, and in 1786 the 
chin-cough carried off great numbers *, 
In Jamaica, only 15, ooo ſlaves are ſuppoſed 
to have periſhed by hurricanes, from 1780 
and 1786 ; and theſe hurricanes were not 
confined to Jamaica. Surely ſuch loſſes are 
fairly imputable to the climate, and are not 
to be prevented by any human prudence. 
In the Privy Council Report, no iſlands or 
ſituations. are particularized as unhealthy : 
but admitting that there are ſuch, I can by 
no means agree with Mr. Ramſay , who 


* Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. Antigua Appendix, A. 
No. 15. 

+ The ſecond Report of the Aſſembly of Jamaica, 
Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. 

+ See his evidence in the Priv. Co. Rep. part ĩii. tit. 
Further Evidence, &. reſpecting the treatment in the 
Weſt * ſect. 7. | 


. thinks, 


9 
thinks, that“ perhaps in every ſituation 
the productions of a diſtrict are a natu- 
& ral antidote to its unhealthineſs. No 
effectual antidote has yet been found againſt 
the agues prevalent in parts of Kent, 
Eſſex, and Lincolnſhire ; and the beſt medi- 
cines in thoſe diſeaſes, viz. bark, ſpices, 
and certain bitters, we know are not pro- 
duced in thoſe diſtricts. The Pontine 
marſhes, and their infectious air, have 
baffled the enterpriſe and experience of 
many ages. As far as bad food or over- 
work may be ſuppoſed to have occaſioned 
epidemical diſeaſes, they will in all likeli- 
hood be prevented by the regulations 
already mentioned“: but no forecaſt or 
intereſt of the planter can effectually ſecure 
his negroes or himſelf from ſome diſtreſs, 
whenever, in the ſame year, the proviſion- 


grounds fail, and a war has interrupted the 


ſupply from Europe, 


Upon the whole, ſome of theſe impedi- 
ments to the natural increaſe cannot be pre- 
vented at all; and I doubt if the others may 


not be more immediately and effectually 


* Ante. p. 2990 


obviated 


E 


obviated by legal regulations in the iſlands, : 
than by the circuitous method of aboliſhing | 
the Slave Trade. 


In order to leſſen the weight of theſe ob- 
jections to the probability of a natural in- 
creaſe, and to prove that the planters mays 
if they pleaſe, do without ſupplies from 
Africa, Mr. Clarkſon has given a ſhort hiſ- 
tory * of the ſtock of ſlaves on twenty-ſix 
eſtates, which, he ſays, have either increaſed 
or fallen off, according as the management 
has been humane or ſevere. But Mr. Clark. 
ſon has named the owners of three of the 
eſtates only out of the twenty-fix, and thoſe 
are in foreign iſlands; not more than three 
or four of the caſes are ſtated ſo fully or pre- 
ciſely as to prove the fact; nor has Mr, 
Clarkſon thought fit to give them in evi- 
dence to the Privy Council ; I cannot there- 
fore conſider theſe inſtances to be in any 
degree ſubſtantiated. Mr. Nicholls F has alſo 
furniſhed Mr. Clarkſon with a liſt of ten 
proprietors, on whoſe eſtates the ſtock has 
been kept up by humane treatment, 10 the 


Eſſay on the Impolicy of the Slave Trade, p. 82. 
+ Ibid. p. 85, in the note. 
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bet of Mr. .Nicholls's remembrance : but no 
man's remembrance can be admitted as evi- 
dence upon ſo intricate and fluQtuating a a 
ſubject as population. And Mr. Ramſay 
has given in evidence to the Privy Council 
the names of ſix proprietors, the number of 
whoſe ſlaves has varied with the good or bad 
management: but Mr. Ramſay's ſtatement 
of every one of theſe eſtates is in ſome re- 
ſpect defective. This branch of evidence 
might be greatly improved, if a conſiderable 
number of planters would lay before the Houſe 
the annual returns of their ſlaves for ten or 
twenty years paſt, with ſuch obſervations 
as may occur to them upon the climate, and 
change of managers : the trouble would 
not be much, and theſe liſts might elucidate 
the points of unhealthineſs, mortality, and 
the probability of a natural increaſe, more 
than any other evidence that can be pro- 
duced. At-preſent, the inſtances mentioned 
above (though they ſhould be taken for 


I ſuggeſt this from an earneſt deſire of having the 
beſt information: but the flaves being property and 
taxable, the planters may ꝓerhaps have private (though 
nbt unfair reaſons) for declining to furniſh theſe 
liſts, | 


granted}, 
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granted), amount to no more than forty- 
two, ſelected from all the iſlands, as well fo- 
reign as Britiſh, which may contain, perhaps, 
four or five thouſand ſugar eſtates; and 1 
do not think that the example of what may 
have happened on forty-two eſtates, does 
at all ſhew that the ſame is probable or 
practicable on four or five thouſand: 


As a further proof that good manage- 


ment will always enable the negroes to keep 
up their numbers by breeding, it has been 
ſaid, that“ * all ſides agree that the treat- 


£6 


ment 1s more humane now than it was 
thirty years ago, and that it 1s daily im- 
proving : that the numbers have increaſed, 
or rather the decreaſe has leſſened, in the 
ſame proportion as the treatment has im- 
proved: for that in Jamaica, from 1768 
to 1774, the exceſs of deaths above births 
was rather more than 1 per cent. where- 
as, from 1774 to 1787, the . exceſs has 
been only about three-fiiths per cent. and 
that all this appears from authentic docu- 


ments.” | 


Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 28 and 6c. 
I own. 
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I own have not taken the pains of prov- 
ing the reſult from this calculation, becauſe 
I think none of the documents, from which 


It is formed, are to be depended upon. 


The firſt document is, an anſwer from the 
Council of the iſland to one of the queſtions 
ſent by the Privy Council“, it ſtates. that, 
« in 1768, from the moſt accurate atcount 
& that could be had, it is /#ppoſed there were 
« 166,914 negroes in the whole.” It is 
ſufficiently obvious that a ſuppoſition (eſpe- 
clally in a queſtion of population), founded 
on accounts collected at the diſtance of 
twenty years, in a country where the prin- 
cipal account (the poll-tax) is acknowledged 
to be irregularly levied , can be at the beſt 
but a very vague conjecture, 


The ſecond document isa liſt Þ of 1774, 
given in by governor Keith, which ſtates 
the number to be 192,787. But as the gg- 


* See the Report, part iii. tit. Jamaica, A. No. 48. 

+ See the Obſervation made by Gov. Keith, and 
the Committee of Aſſembly, Priv. Co. Rep. part iv. 
tit. Population, No. 1. Jamaica. 

Priv. Co. Rep. part iv. tit. Population, No. 1. 
Jamaica. | 


vernor 
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vernor adds, that “ there were many job- 
* hers and others, who did not give in their 
* negroes, which might amount to 10,000 
« at the leaſt.” This certainly is not an 
enumeration on which Dr. Price, or any 
other writer on population, would venture 
to conclude within one or three-fifths per 
cent, 


The next is,—a * lift ſent by governor 
Clarke, which ſtates the number in Decem- 
ber 1787 to be 256, ooo; but the ſecond 
report of the Aſſembly of Jamaica, which 
certainly does not aim at under-rating the 
number, ſtates, that © after diligent inveſ- 
e tigation, we judge the number on the 
“ 3oth of December 1787, to be 240,000 at 
« leaſt.” A difference of 1 5,000 between 
theſe two liſts, made up to the ſame period, 
impeaches the accuracy of both, 


The next is—F accounts of negroes im- 


ported and exported from 1768 to 1774, 


* Priv, Co. Rep. part iv. tit. Population, No. 1. 
amaica. 


+ Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. tit. Jamaica, at the end 
of the Appendix, 


incluſive, 


E 
incluſive, given in by Mr. Fuller; and from 
1775 to 1787, incluſive, given in by the In- 
ſpector General. But Mr. Fuller's account 
ends with 1775, and the Inſpector General's 
account begins only with 1783 *, conſe- 


quently, there is a chaſm of ſeven years, 


viz. from 1770 to 1782, both inclufive, and 
the calculation, as far as it depends upon the 
imports and exports of negroes, appears to 
be wholly unfounded. | | 


The laſt document is—the eſtimate of 
4 k per cent, ſuppoſed to periſh be- 
tween the entry of every ſhip, and the ſale 
of the ſlaves, as ſtated in the ſecond Jamaica 


Report. My reaſons for doubting the truth 


of this eſtimate have been given in another 
place T: I ſhall only obſerve here, that 
the difference of decreaſe, intended to be 
eſtabliſhed by the calculation now under con- 
ſideration, is only between one per cent. and 


Priv. Co. Rep. laſt Appendix, paper B. ſect. iv. 
where the Privy Council ſays, this account by the In- 
ſpector, could not be obtained for any time prior to 
1783,—N. B. I have not found in the report any other 
accounts than theſe two. 

1 P. 43. 
three- 


1 


three · fiſths per cent. conſequently, if the Ja- 
maica report has over- rated the loſs between 
entry and ſale only the bare half per cent. 
this half per cent. added to the three-fifths, 
exceeds the one per cent. and turns the dif- 
ference the other way.; or at leaſt leaves the 
whole matter in darkneſs and confuſion. 


Such are the documents brought to prove, 
that in Jamaica the exceſs of deaths above 
births have been one per cent. from 1768 to 
1774, and three-fifths per cent. from 1775 
to 1787. The calculation would be a matter 
of ſome difficulty, even with accurate data 
but thoſe aſſumed are all exceptionable and 
inconcluſive. _ 


The eleventh reſolution, propoſed by Mr. 
Wilberforce, ſtares a reſult of the ſame na- 
ture, viz. a gradual decreaſe in the exceſs 
of deaths above births, with reſpect to Bar- 
badoes, from 1764 to 1786. 


| One of the documents on which this cal- 
culation appears to be founded, is free from 
all objection, I mean, * an account of all 


-* Pity. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Population, No. 3, | 


Barbadoes, | 
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te the ſlaves in the iſland from 1780 to 1786, 
„made from liſts given in upon oath.” 
But at the foot of this account it is obſerved, 
that © theſe liſts being given in on oath, 
“ are therefore nearer the truth than the 
& liſts which are ſent into the Secretary's 
« Office by the churchwardens, and thence 
4 tranſmitted by the governor.” This ob- 
ſervation proves the inaccuracy of the liſts 
for all the other years, which are only the 
lifts by the churchwardens : for inſtance, in 
the ſworn lift for 1783*, there are 4821 
more ſlaves than in the churchwarden's liſtF 
for the ſame year, In Mr, Brathwaite's 
liſt T from 1764 to 1780, there is no ex- 
port of ſlaves ſtated, though it is admitted 
that ſome were exported. Mr. Brathwaite's 
liſt of the import and export of negroes 
for 1785 and 1786, differs from the liſt 
given in by the Inſpector General for 
thoſe years F. This difference is not great 
in point of number; but in a calculation, 


Priv. Co. Rep. part iv. tit. Population, No. 3, 
Barbadoes. N 
+ Ibid. 
Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. Barbadoes, A. No. 15, 
Priv. Co. Rep. part iv. No. 4. 


which 


L. 83 J 
which affects to prove a decreaſe in popu- 
lation of a 1 J per. cent. at one periods 
ſeven-eighths per. cent. at another, and 
per. cent. at a third, the minuteſt error in 
the data 1s material, becauſe the whiole 1 re- 
ſult is itſelf ſo minute. 


It is admitted, that there are no accounts 
which afford ſufficient grounds for any cal- 


culation on the population of the other 
 Hlands*, Whoever therefore feels himſelf 
perſuaded 


*I learn from Mr. Wilberforce's Speech (p. 31.), | 
that * in Dominica Gov. Orde writes, that there is 
&« a natural increaſe.” At is very poſſible that I miſ- 
underſtand the account tranſmitted by Gov, Orde (ſee 
Priv. Co. Rep. part iv. tit. Population. No. 6. Domi- 
nica), for to me there appears upon the face of it to be 
a great loſs. : 

1780 negtoes in the iſland, 12,713 
1788 Do. - - - - - 14,967 
Increaſe in eight years 2254 
But from 1784 | 
to 
1788, 
there were imported and remained in the iſland | 
11,772 3 ſo that this increaſe of 2254 ſeems to have been 
produced by an import of five times that number. There 
are many other objections to the account; but I ſhall 
not 0m ell upon them, becauſe I miſtruſt my own ap- 
M 2 a prehenſion 
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perſuaded by the foregoing calculation, that 
the ſtock of negroes may be ſupported by 
breeding in Jamaica and Barbadoes, ſhould 
require ſome evidence of the ſame nature 
before he pronounces the ſame opinion upon 
all the other iſlands: for nothing is ſo falla- 
cious in political arithmetic as to draw gene- 
ral concluſions from partial obſervations; 
one might as well infer from the known in- 
creaſe of inhabitants in Yorkſhire and Lan- 
caſhire, that the population of this whole 
kingdom is augmented, as that the circum- 
ſtances /uppo/ed to have taken place in 
Jamaica and Barbadoes, have alſo happened 
in the other iſlands . And we muſt alſo 
recollect, that in an extenſive kingdom like 
this, any decreaſe of population in one quar- 
ter may be eaſily recruited from another; 
whereas, in the Weſt-Indies, when the 
ſupplies from Africa are cut off, the ſtock 


prehenſion of it, and becauſe the gentleman who has 
quoted it, ſeems to have doubts too, and does not rely 
upon it. 

* I have been told, the iſlands differ very much in 
climate and produce; that ſome are ſuppoſed more 
liable to hurricanes, and others to epidemical diſeaſes. 
Antigua, I believe, depends upon the rains for all its 
freia water. 


of 


©. 


of negroes, on any one iſland, may be irre- 
parably reduced by the hurricanes, or diſeaſe 
or drought. of a fingle year. 


It has indeed been ſaid, that “ ( from a 

& conſideration of the means obviating the 
* cauſes which have hitherto impeded the 
* natural increaſe, &c. it appears that no 
conſiderable or permanent inconvenience 
«. would reſult from ſtopping the importa- 
« tion of ſlaves.” -I preſume theſe means 
(whatever they are) will be applied to all 
the iſlands, and then the argument ſeems 
to ſtand as follows: The conſideration of 
certain means, joined with the reſult of a 
long calculation on the population of Ja- 
maica and Barbadoes, is ſufficient to affure 
us againſt any inconvenience in #hoſe 
iſlands: therefore the conſideration of the 
{ame means only, without any reſult or cal- 
culation, ſhould give us the ſame aſſurance 
with reſpect to all the other iſlands. In 
truth, one cannot ſuppoſe that ſo much pains 
would have been beſtowed upon this calcu- 
lation, if it were not thought material ; but 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 63.—The Twelfth 


Reſolution. 


if 
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If it is material as to the iſlands of Jamaica 
and Barbadoes, why is it immaterial as to 
all the reſt ? | 

I have now gone through the principal 
arguments which have been brought to 
prove, 1, That the Slave Trade is unneceſ- 
fary ; 2, That the impediments to a natu- 
ral increaſe are either unimportant, or in 
the planter's power to remove; and, 3, 
That they may be compelled to rely upon 
breeding only for the ſupport of their ſtock 
of negroes without danger of any perma- 
nent inconvenience. At preſent, theſe ar- 
guments ſurely fall far ſhort of conviction. 
But the points of inquiry, and the evidence 
wanted, are now fully underſtood, and 
means may eafily be taken for. obtaining 
from each iſland ſuch liſts of the import 
and export of the births and deaths of 
ſlaves, as ſhall, in the courſe of a few years, 
turn ſpeculation into moral certainty, and 
put this very important queſtion of a natu- 
ral increaſe beyond all doubt.—Where a 
miſtake may occaſion infinite miſchief, it 
is our duty to delay, 


* 


The 


WE 


The Objections to the Abolition - of the 
Slave Trade come next under conſidera- 
tion; and I ſhall only mention ſuch as 


ſeem to be of real importance, and hitherto 


unanſwered. 


1, I preſume no one will deny the Abo- 
lition to be an experiment which may mate- 
rially affect the trade and marine ſtrength 
of the nation. Its moſt zealous advocates 
do not pretend to aſſure us of any certain 
gain, and it is evident that we ſhall ſuffer 
ſome immediate loſs in the articles of reve- 
nue, exports, ſailors and ſhipping. 


Now, when I conſider the great amount 
of the national debt ; that the annual ex- 
penditure 1s not yet reduced within the an- 
nual income ; that, notwithſtanding the 
late able and ſucceſsful management of the 
revenue, the reſources for carrying on any 
future war are by no means too obvious or 
numerous ; and yet, for the laſt fifty years, 
the intervals of peace have never exceeded 
ten or twelve years; taking all theſe cir- 
cumſtances together, I cannot bring myſelf 

to 
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to think this a fit time, or that the country 


is in a fit ſituation to engage in an experi- 
ment, which offers a proſpect of certain 
loſs, and no probability of gain; which will 
inſtantly annihilate a trade that annually 
employs * 5000 failors, from 120 to 140 


| ſhips, and exports between 700,000 and 


800,000]. and which ſame experiment may 
not improbably bring the Welt India trade 
to decay ; the annual exports and imports, 


of which generally exceed 5, ooo, oool. with 


the employment of 130, ooo tonnage of 
ſhipping and ſailors in proportion. All ob- 
jects too conſiderable to be even hazarded 
upon an unneceſſary or doubtful ſpecula- 
tion, 


Very flattering ſtatements have indeed 
been ſet forth of the natural riches and pro- 
duce of Africa; but Mr. Teaſte's evidence F 
lets us into the other fide of the account. 
He is engaged in this branch of trade and 
would conſequently be glad to have it im- 
proved. Yet he tells us, that the import 
of woods 1s at prefent equal to the de- 


* Priv. Co. Rep. part iv. No. 10. 
+ Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Produce. 


mand 


1 61 


aan be af ch ivory * (the moſt va- 
juable return) imported comes home in the 
flave ſhips, and could not be brought any 
other way: more gold might be got, but 
it cannot be bought to profit T. Upon the 
whole, Mr. Teaſte goes on with this trade, 
becauſe he is in it; but if his capital wag 
out, he would not now. go into it, Yet 
this is a trade which, we are aſſured, may be 
made to recompenſe us for the loſs of the 
Slave Trade. And how is this recompenſe 
to be obtained? why, Europeans muſt en- 
courage the natives, by example, to cultivate 
tobacco, cotton and indigo: but encourage- 
ment and +a have both been tried 


without effect . 
P er- 


* Ivory would not pay for bringing down to the 
coaſt, unleſs it was brought by the ſlaves for ſale. See 
Mr. Barnes's evidence at the Bar of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. 

+ Becauſe the ſlave ſhips buy it up to carry on their 
trade on the leeward coaſt. See Capt. Deane's evi- 
dence, Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Produce. N. B. 'This 
muſt be the caſe as long as any ſlave ſhips frequent that 
coaſt. 

+ By M. Brue Director of the French African 
Company), who tried to perſuade two black chiefs to 


cultivate tobacco, they ſeemed to admit the profit they 
N might 
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Perhaps it will be ſaid, that theſe under 


takings were all badly planned; for that 
Colonization is the only probable method 
of extending the interior trade, increating 
the natural produce, and civilizing the in- 
habitants *, 


Should ſuch a plan be ſeriouſly propoſed, 
it will be neceſſary to enter a little into the 
detail, to know ſomething of -the probable 
expence, the number of coloniſts, the ſitu- 
ation and ſize of the intended ſettlement ; 
and alſo to inquire if civilization has ever 
been, or is likely to be, effected by coloniza- 
tion without conqueſt. For my own part, 


might expect from it; but their indolence was inſur- 
mountable. Relat. de PAfr. Occid. par Labat. vol. iii. 
P- 203. 

By the Dutch at Axim, who tried to make them 
cultivate cotton. See Mr. Weuves's evidence, Priv. 
Co. Rep. part i. tit. Produce, and part vi. tit. Holland. 

The Portugueſe had formerly two Indigo works in 
Sierra Leone, which came to nothing. See Mr. Mat- 
thews's evidence, Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Produce. 

By Mr. Matthews and another trader, who offered 
the natives at the rate of nine-pence per pound for un- 
cleaned cotton, ibid. 

* Sir Geo. Yonge, Dr. Spaarman, and Mr. Wad- 
ſtrom, are of opinion, that there is no other method. 
See their evidence, Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Produce, 

when 
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when I find, both from books and the evi- 
dence, that the climate is particularly fatal 
to Europeans ; that the natives are ſan- 
guinary, rapacious, treacherous and indo- 
lent; extremely jealous of their rights on 
the coaſt, and every where averſe from 
ſuffering Europeans to penetrate into the 
interior country f; when Mr. Paplett 7 
who propoſes a colony, ſays, that © the 
* town muſt be ſecured by a ditch, other- 
* wile the natives would kill the coloniſts 


* See Churchill's Coll. of Voyages, vol. v. p. 32. 77. 
110. and vol. vi. p. 205. 215. Mr. Brue loſt in ſix 
years 157 out of 180 Europeans. 

Our African company, from 175 1 to 1788, ſent out 
1080 ſervants, military and civil; out of which 333 
died in the firſt year of their reſpective arrivals. Priv. 
Co. Rep. part i. tit. Detached Pieces of Evidence, No. vi. 

If the reader vill take the trouble of making a juſt 
compariſon between the returns from the regiments 
in Africa (Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Special Informa- 
tion, No. 7.) with thoſe from the Weſt Indies (Priv. 
Co. Rep. part iii. tit. Detached Evidence, No. 1.), he 
will find the mortality to have been about three-ſe- 
venths more in Africa than the Weſt Indies. 

+ Churchill's Coll. of Voy. vol. i. p. 749. vol. v. 
p. 34. 100. 462, &c. Boſman, 13. 16. 52. 62. 101. Re- 
lat. de PAir. Occid. par Labat. vol. ii. p. 233. vol. iii. 
353. 

Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Produce, 
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ce for the ſake of their tools; I am at 2 
loſs to conceive how a colony, which re- 
quires the ſecure and excluſive poſſeſſion of 
a certain extent of country, can be expect- 
ed to proſper, or even to exiſt ; eſpecially 
when the avowed purpoſes of this colony 
are, 1, To aboliſh a trade to which (whe- 
ther juſt or unjuſt) the natives are perfect- 
ly reconciled, and by which they at pre- 
ſent procure (and may continue to procure 
from other nations) ſuch European goods 
as they want; and, 2dly, To introduce a 
new trade that aims at making the natives 
ſubmit to regular labour, from which they 
are notoriouſly averſe. 


2, Our marine force will be diminiſhed 
by the loſs of about 5000 ſeamen, now an- 
nually employed in the {lave ſhips, 


And I muſt inſiſt upon this objection, 
notwithſtanding Mr, Clarkſon has under- 
taken to prove this trade to be a grave, in- 
ſtead of a nurſery, for our ſeamen ; and that 
his doctrine has been as confidently ap- 
pealed to“, as if it were a mathematical de- 
monſtration. 


* Mr, Wilberforce's Speech, p. 36. 
| The 
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The correctneſs of the muſter- rolls pro- 
duced by Mr. Clarkſon is by no means 
clearly eſtabliſhed “; and I am far from 
ſatisfied with his method of accounting for 
the loſs of 500 ſailors, ſuppoſed annually 
to periſh, or be left behind, in the Weſt In- 
dies. The alternative is indeed very differ- 
ent to the men, though the ſame to this 
country, ſince, according to Mr. Clarkſon, 
they all either die of diſeaſe in the iſlands, 
or go to America never to return. But 
why are they never to return from Ameri- 
ca? A ſailor's courſe of life does not ſeem 
to preclude the poſſibility of ſuch an event. 
Many landmen go out in the African ſhips, 
why may not theſe take to their former cal- 
lings in the iſlands? The maſter of every 
coaſting craft in the iſlands mu/t be a white F 


* Mr. Clarkſon himſelf muſt, according to his owa 
reaſoning, doubt of the authenticity of theſe rolls. For 
he ſays (Priv. Co. Rep. part ii. tit. Mortality of Sea- 
men), that he omitted the London muſter-rolls, be- 
be cauſe they were not upon oath, and he did not chooſe 
te to inſert any account, the authenticity of which might 
« be queſtioned.” —It appears from the Comptroller's an- 
ſwer, that the Liverpool Rolls are not given in upon oath, 
and conſequently may be queſtioned. 

+ See information from Mr. Norris, Priv. Co. Rep. 
part ii. tit. Seamen Employed, &c. 


man, 
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man, ſurely ſome of the 500 may be fo 
employed. Mr. Clarkſon ſays, —“ he has 
* endeavoured to find out every avenue to 
make them eſcape; —yet he has taken 
no notice of theſe circumſtances *. 


cc 


Mr. Clarkſon eſtimates, that * 240 of the 
“ failors, who return in the African ſhips, 
“quit the ſea- ſervice in diſguſt, or become 
* blind, or die in our hoſpitals; and, to 
ſubſtantiate this eſtimate, appeals to the 
Briſtol and Liverpool Hoſpitals. Accounts 
have been ſent g of thoſe hoſpitals to the Pri- 
vy Council, from which it appears general- 
ly, that the African ſailors return leſs heal-, 
thy than others ; but there are no data for 
any calculation of the numbers diſeaſed. 


But, to avoid entering more minutely in- 


to Mr. Clarkſon's reaſoning upon this ſub- 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech (p. 40.) cites a letter 
from Gov. Parry as a verification of Mr. Clarkſon's 
eſtimate. But the expreſſions in that letter might be 
applied to 200, 300, or any other number, as well as to 
oo. Doubtleſs many ſailors are left behind; but the 
number is the queſtion upon Mr. Clarkſon's eſtimate. 

+ Priv. Co. Rep. part ii. tit. Briſtol Muſter-rolls 
and Liverpool Mufter-rolls. 
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ject, I reſt my objection upon an error in 
the inference which he draws from the 
whole, viz. that the annual loſs of ſeamen is 
exacłly that loſs to our naval ftrength ; and 
the error ſeems to me to conſiſt in this: 
Mr. Clarkſon, to maintain his inference, 
muſt conſider all our ſeamen as one fixed 
body compoſed of a certain number of iden- 
tical parts, from which he makes deduc- 
tions for loſs, but no allowance for recruits; 
he aſſumes it as a fact (without which his 
whole argument falls to the ground), that 
if 2000 ſeamen are loſt or diſabled in the 
courſe of any one year, there will be 2000 
fewer ſeamen fit for ſervice at the end of 
that year than there were at the beginning 
of it. Whereas the very reverſe is appa- 
rently and invariably true. There is a per- 
petual ſucceſſion of ſeamen training up and 
forming for ſervice, in proportion to the or- 
dinary demand: and the want of ſailors, in 
time of war, is owing to the demand being 
extraordinary, ſudden, and often repeated. 
Does not our experience for 70 or 80 years 
paſt demonſtrate this? Whatever has been 


the annual loſs on board of the African 


ſkips, thoſe ſhips have always found ſailors 
to 
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to man them; and this without any detri- 

ment or delay to the ſhips employed in 
other trades, which have had their comple. 
ments too. A regiment of 1000 men may 
loſe, in the courſe of two or three years, 
twenty or thirty men, and yet, at the end 
of that time, the regiment may ſtill muſter 
its thouſand men. Admitting then that a 
thouſand (or any given number of) men 
are loſt out of the 5000 ſuppoſed to be em 
ployed in the ſlave ſhips, ftill is that loſs 
continually replacing, ſtill 5000 ſailors are 
annually employed on board the ſlave ſhips, 
and this country has always a body of near- 
ly 5000 ſailors to reſort to, for the purpoſe 
of manning our navy at the breaking out 
of a war. I do not mean to ſay, that oo 
ſailors are always to be found in the Afri- 
can ſhips ; but that, in conſequence of the 
annual demand for thoſe ſhips, a propor- 
tionable number of apprentices and land- 
men are thrown into the ſea-ſervice, who 
would not otherwiſe be ſo employed. In 
a word, if the annual loſs of feamen em- 
ployed in the Slave Trade was a dead loſs 
to our naval ftrength, that ſtrength muſt 
by this time have been waſted down to al- 
moſt nothing. 


3, I Ob- 


T2097 71 


I now think myſelf warranted in aſſert- 14. 
ing, that (notwithſtanding Mr. Clarkſons 31 
moſt explicit and unequivocal denial *) #1 
the Slave Trade ts one of the nurſeries for 1. 
our navy. It may be called a grave for 4 
thoſe who die in it; but it is a nurſery for 
thoſe who are annually employed and in- 
ſtructed in it. Five thouſand is ſuppoſed 


j 
to be the number; which, conſidering the ; i 
increaſed attention of the French and Spa- ö 
niards to their marine, ſeems to be an object bi 
of too much importance to be lightly thrown * 
away. j 


3. I obje@ that our navy will ſuffer a re- * 
lative as well as a poſitive loſs by the Abo- 
lition ; inaſmuch as other nations will 
increaſe their naval force, by continuing 
the Slave Trade, when we ſhall have aban- 
doned it. 
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Onegentleman fis underſtood to have ſaid, 
that“ let Great Britain determine as ſhe 
« will, the guilt and infamy of this trade 


* Impolicy of the Slave Trade, p. * 
+ Mr. Beaufoy's Speech, p 9 (Printed by Phil. 
lips.) 
on « will 


** 
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& will not long be endured in France.“ 
Another *, that “ he has every ground for 
« believing, nay, that he is ſure France will 
* not adopt it.” And athirdF, that“ France 
is as likely as any nation on the face 
of the globe to catch a ſpark from the 
light of our fire, and to run a race with 
us in promoting the ends of humanity!” 
All this is mere matter of opinion, and I 
claim no right to contradict the mere opi- 
nion of any man; , it is enough for me to 
maintain the reaſonableneſs of my own. 


Applications were made by the Committee 
of Privy Council to our Ambaſſadors, Mi- 
niſters, &c. reſident in Portugal, Spain, 
France and Holland, for any information re- 
lative to the Slave Trade. Upon ſuch an 
occaſion, if the governing powers in theſe 
countries have really any intention of co- 
operating with us, or of following our ex- 
ample in the Abolition, it is ſingular, that 
ſome hint to this effect ſhould not have ap- 


* Mr. Wilberforcc's Speech, p. 44, 45. 
+ Ibid. p. 75. 
peared 
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peared in the anſwers : ſomething like en- 
couragement or approbation might have 
tranſpired; and although our application did 
not directly lead to it, there was certainly 


an opening for communication. All theſe 


courts having been perfectly ſilent upon the 
ſubject, we muſt ſearch for their ſentiments 
in their conduct, and try to diſcover if they 
have adopted any meaſures favourable to 
the plan of abolition, or if their ſubjects 
have any expectation that they will do ſo. 


The Portugueſe do not appear to have 
made any alterations or improvements in 
the mode of conducting their Slave Trade; 
they have neither viſited new coaſts, nor 
made new ſettlements; they derive no aſ- 
ſiſtance from any other nation. Their an- 
nual import of the ſlaves into the Brazils 
is underſtood to be pretty regular, and par- 
ticularly neceſſary for the working of their 
mines. 


Spain is only making the neceſſary pre- 


parations to a Slave Trade, and both her 


court and merchants are endeavouring to 


Priv. Co. Rep. part vi. 


O 2 make 


[ 160 ] 


make themſelves acquainted with the beft 
mode of carrying it on. | 


In 1788, ſome Spaniſh merchants went 
to Mancheſter and Liverpool to inquire the 
prices of the goods uſually ſold to our Afri- 


can merchants, to examine the ſlave ſhips, 


and to put queſtions as to the probability 
of any captains or ſurgeons in the trade be- 
ing prevailed upon to ſettle at Cadiz. 


| In 1786, the Philippine Company ob- 
tained an extenſive privilege for ſupplying 


the continent of South America with 
ſlaves. 


| Aroyal order, dated 28th February 1789, 


Rating the urgent neceſſity of ſupplying the 


iſlands with negroes, without which they 
could not proſper, permits them to be im- 
ported into the Caraccas, Porto Rico, and 
St. Domingo, in foreign bottoms duty free, 
for the preciſe term of two years, probably 
in the hope that their own ſubjects may be 
by that time able to ſupply themſelves : the 
port of Cuba 1s kept ſhut to all but Spanith 
ſhips, and a bounty is given of four dollars 

per 


ts 


per FR imported in Spaniſh bottoms, by 
Spaniards on their own account, 


Could any government deviſe better 
means of encouraging its ſubjects to under- 
take and learn a trade? 


* 


At preſent, the Spaniſh Slave Trade is car- 
ried on intirely from Great Britain, by an 
agent in London for the Philippine Company, 
and by Mr. Dawſon of Liverpool for the 


Government: but Mr. Dawſon admits, that 


if the Spaniards could obtain proper per- 
ſons to conduct it, they might carry it on 
to greater advantage than any other coun- 
try. 


With reſpe& to France, —By an edict of 
1784, ſhips cleared from any port in that 
kingdom for Guinea, receive a bounty of 
eighty livres per ton (our ton) and 230 lv. 
per ſlave imported into St. Dominque, and 
166 iv. per ſlave in all the other iſlands. 


Britiſh ſhips with flaves only are admitted 


into all the French iſlands, paying a duty of 


ſix livres per ſlave. 


Since 


1 
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Since the peace, the French have a con- 
ſiderable trade from Benin, Whydah and 
Lago (where they always had ſome), in the 
river Bonny (where they formerly had 
none), and have engroſſed the whole trade 


on the coaſt of Angola *. 


A memorial from our African Company 
(dated gth Sept. 1786) complains, that the 
French had committed various encroach- 
ments on the Britiſh poſſeſſions and trade, 
and that tlièy were forming ſettlements at 
Amoukow and a village ncar Winnebah, 


The National Aſſembly has twice debated, 
and finally rejected, f an application for a 
committee to enquire into the ſtate of the 
French colonies. In neither debate was a 
ſingle word ſaid relative to the ſlaves or Slave 
Trade. This ſilence certainly ſhewe, that 
there is no great ardor for the Abolition 
but it would be too much to conſtrue it into 


* This is confirmed by the evidence of Captain 
Domett of the Pomona, and Mr. Penny, Priv. Co, 
Rep. part i. tit. Slaves. 

+ On the 1it and 3d of December. Sce Mercure de 
France, 1789, No. 50. 


a diſap- 


„ 


a diſapprobation of the meaſure. The Na- 
tional Aſſembly has done ſo much buſineſs, 
and has ſo much more to do, that its 
ſilence, on this occaſion, may be fairly im- 
puted to an unwillingneſs to enter upon a 
new and difficult ſubject, 


The Britiſh African merchants have a 
conſiderable ſhare in the French Slave 
Trade. Several ſhips having taken in an 
aſſortment of goods here, go td the ports of 
France, and take French officers, and two 
thirds of the crew on board ; but the ſuper- 
cargo and ſurgeon are Britiſh: The num. 
ber of theſe ſhips is not ſpecified ; but this 
trade is increaſing very much. There is 
ſome transfer of property, but the real in- 
tereſt is Britiſh. The negroes, which they 
take to the French iſlands, are paid for either 
in ſpecie or produce, which laſt they bring 
back to France, on account of the adventure. 
There is another mode, viz, by contract, for 
the delivery of ſlaves to French ſhips on the 
coaſt of Africa . 
| The 


* Some perſons may imagine, that as all the Spaniſh, 
and a conſiderable part of the French Slave Trade is in 


our 
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The information from Holland lies in a 
narrow compals, but is perfectly explicit 
and to the point, Petitions from the 
planters of Berbice, Eſſequibo, and Deme- 
rary ſtate, . that their plantations are falling 
to decay through the want of negroes, and 
therefore pray that they may be e 
in foreign bottoms. 


A xeſolution of the ſtates of Holland and 
Weſt Frieſland (dated the 11th of May 
1788) ſtates, that © the exiſtence of the 
* colonies, and the proſperity of the plan- 
ters will always depend on the greater or 
<«< leſs ſupply of ſlaves ; as the advantages, 
% deriving from them to the mother coun- 
* try, will always be greater or leſs in pro- 
« portion as the Slave Trade be excluſively 
carried on by the ſubjects of the ſtate : 
& for that an admiſſion of ſtrangers to a 
participation of it, would not only be 


our hands, a prohibitioa of fitting out ſlave ſhips from 
our ports, will /o far aboliſh the trade in he countries. 
But the activity and intelligence of our merchants are 
not to be baffled by ſuch an obſtacle, The ſlave ſhips 
will be kept in France, and the aſſortments will be fent 
from hence. It appears that this has been done in ſome 
inſtances already. 

” Ange 
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dangerous, but even deſtructive. That 
« thoſe who ſupply the planters with ſlaves 
„will, if they chooſe, be paid in the pro” 
« ductions of the colonies “ in defiance of 


. 


Lag 


the ſevereſt penalties !—The ſtates there- 
e fore object to the admiſſion of foreign 
« veſſels, and recommend that every means 


* ſhould be employed to promote a ſpeedy 


enlargement of the Slave Trade, in pro- 


portion to the wants of the planters, and 


* that no trouble or expence ſhould be 
« ſpared, till a ſufficient number of ſlave 
„ ſhips are fitted out for this purpoſe !” 


I have acknowledged the eminent abili- 
ties of the leading advocates for the Abolition 
in Parliament; but Holland muſt have men 
of ability too; and if any one nation may 
be ſuppoſed to be better qualified than ano- 
ther, to judge of the advantages of a carry- 
ing trade, and the beſt means of extending 


and ſecuring it, it muſt ſurely be the 


Dutch, 


* We have juſt ſeen, that our ſhips employed in 
the French trade do bring back ſome of the payments 
in produce, 


p This 


ry DN 
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This is the ſum of foreign information. 
If any man can diſcover in it the ſlighteſt 
intention on the part of the governments of 
thoſe countries, or the ſmalleſt expectation 
in the people, that their Slave Trade will be 
aboliſhed ; if any man can even avoid per- 
ceiving a deliberate deſign in them all to ex- 
tend it to the utmoſt of their knowledge and 
power, his opinion muſt either be founded 
on private intelligence, or guided by, ſome 
very extraordinary rule of reaſoning. We 
indeed live in an age of revolutions ; and 
nothing leſs than a complete revolution in 
the ſentiments and proceedings of other 
ſtates, ſeems likely to bring about an aboli- 
tion of heir Slave Trade. 


But if they do not aboliſh their own trade, 
they will certainly endeavour to extend it, 
by getting into their hands as great a ſhare 
of ours as they can. The conſequences of 
ſuch a change are equally obvious and for- 
midable. | 


Four of our admirals * have expreſsly 


* Lord. Rodney and Admirals Parker, Barrington 
and Rowley, Priv. Co. Rep. part ii. tit. Further 
Evidence, &c. 


given 


1 


given it as their opinion, that © the French 
© Welt India trade is the principal ſource 

of their naval power, and what enabled 
© them to man their navy in the laſt 
& war.” This evidence is deciſive, but ge- 


neral; let us endeavour to form ſome pre- 


ciſe idea of the number of ſailors which the 
French and Spaniards * may gain by the 
propoſed change in our ſyſtem of commerce, 
by our withdrawing from a trade which 
we may be ſaid at preſent to command. 


The French ſlave ſhips are large (com- 
monly ſix hundred tons), and carry nearly 


double the number of men which ours do of 


the ſame burthen. I will however ſtate the 
crew in a much lower proportion, and al- 
low no more than twenty-five men to every 
hundred tons T. We at preſent employ 
from 120 to 150 veſſels in the African 
trade; and, conſidering the great activity 


* Iconfine myſelf to theſe nations, as the oui rivals 
of our naval power. 

+ Our ſlave ſhips commonly carry ſeventeen men to 
every hundred tons. See the Collector of Briſtol's 
Anſwer, Priv. Co. Rep. part ii. tit. Briſtol Muſter- 
Rolls. 
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lately ſhewn by the French to extend their 
Slave Trade, and the connections they have 
eſtabliſhed in this country, it ſeems nowiſe 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they may im- 
mediately add thirty ſhips to their preſent 
number, the crews of which (at 150 men 
per ſhip) amount to 4500. 


The Spaniards, were they left to them- 
ſelves, would, in all likelihood, not gain 4 
ſingle ſhip or ſeaman by our abolition. But 
we have ſeen their eagerneſs to engage in 
this trade ; they have been tampering with 
our manufacturers and officers, and both 
their government and Philippine Company 
have connections in the African trade at 
London and Liverpool. For theſe feveraÞ 
reaſons I think it may be fairly eſtimated, 
that in. the courſe of two or three years the 
Spaniards may acquire half as many addi- 
tional ſhips and ſeamen as the French, 
Here there will be an acquiſition of nearly 
ſeven thouſand ſailors, to the only two ma- 
rine powers we have to fear; and as we ſhall 
have withdrawn about five thouſand men 
(now annually employed in our ſlave ſhips} 
from our own naval force, by this inverſe 


ratio of loſs and gain, the difference in their 
ſcale 


l wg ] 


ſcale of naval importance, will be in effect 
about twelve thouſand. A further acqui- 
ſition of ſeamen will be made by the pro- 
duce which the negroes, 1mported in theſe 
additional ſhips, will raife. According to 
Mr. Clarkſon's calculation *, every impor- 
tation of nine hundred effective ſlaves, oc- 
caſions the employing of one new ſhip, and 
twenty-five ſeamen. This can be no great 


object, perhaps not more than five hundred 


men ; but then it is to be conſidered, that 
here too there will probably be an inverſe 
ratio of loſs and gain: for if the experi- 
ment of the Abolition fails in any part re- 
ſpecting the negroes now in the iſlands, if 
the planters do not in fact keep up their 


ſtock of ſlaves, their produce, and the ſhips 


to bring home that produce, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily decreaſe. 


I have indeed heard it ſaid, that“ it is 
“ our duty to do right and prevent evil, 


“ without attending to the conduct of 


© others.” 


* Effay on the Impolicy of, &c. p. 78. 
Beſides 
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Beſides that the two principal points in 
diſpute, viz. the ſin and miſchief of the 
Slave Trade, are here taken for granted, 
a full diſcuſſion of this precept of political 
morality would require a volume. It is 
therefore by no means the evident duty of 
the Britiſh legiſlature to aboliſh the Slave 
Trade; and for myſelf, as an individual 
member of that legiſlature, I feel it my jirft 
duty to take care ne guid detriment: capiat 
reſþ. that her ſtrength, her reſources, her 
means of defence and exiſtence, are not 
haſtily or uſeleſsly diminiſhed ; and ſtill 
more, to guard againſt any of thoſe means 
being transferred to the envious rivals of 
her wealth and power. This, in my mind, 
will be doing right and preventing evil, the 
greateſt political evil, a DEcay of Na- 
TIONAL STRENGTH. 


4. I object that it will be extremely 
difficult (I think impoſſible) to prevent 
THE CLANDESTINE IMPORTATION of 
ſlaves into our iſlands ; and yet, if this is 
not effectually done, the Abolition Bill 
will do nothing more than 'raiſe the price 


of 
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of the ſlaves upon the planter, and of the | 


produce UPON Us. 


Mere accident afforded me an oppor- 


tunity of obtaining ſome information on 
this part of the ſubject, from two gentle- 
men, whom I know to be perfectly well 
#quainted with all the iſlands except 
Jamaica; and I have the more credit in 


the information they did give me, becauſe 


to ſome of my queſtions, which pointed 


at particular modes of ſmuggling, they 


excuſed themſelves from giving any an- 
ſwers . 


From them TI learned, that © St. Euſtatia, 
St. Thomas, and St. Bartholomew, are 
* moſt likely to become the principal mar- 


* kets; whence the ſlaves will be diſtributed 


“into the Britiſh iſlands, either directly or 
“ intermediately, by ſtopping at ſuch of 


„ the French iſlands as are more conve- 
cc 


* not likely the French ſhould ſhut their 


* My readers are certainly at liberty to believe that 


J have been impoſed upon; but I hope they will not 
fuſpe& me of any deſign to * upon hem. 


th ports 


niently ſituated for this purpoſe : that it is 
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1 
ports againſt foreign ſhips engaged in this 
trade, ſince they would then deprive 
themſelves of frequent opportunities of 


4 purchaſing ſlaves. The iſlands have many 
« bays, and the leeward coaſts of moſt of 


them are acceſſible to boats for leagues to- 
gether. St. Kitt's and Nevis will be moſt 
conveniently ſupplied from St. Euſtatia 
and St. Bartholomew ; the Virgin Ilands 
from St. Thomas; Antigua and Mont- 
ſerrat from Guadaloupe and the Saints 
Dominica from Martinique, Guadaloupe, 
or St. Lucia ; Barbadoes, St. Vincent, and 
Grenada from St. Lucia, Martinique, or 
Tobago ;. the ſmaller Grenadines will 
often ſerve as reſting-places, where the 
navigation 1s ſo difficult that the revenue 
cutters can hardly venture with ſafety, 
and whence the ſlaves may very eaſily be 
paſt in boats to Grenada and St. Vincent; 


but when connections are formed, and 


plans eſtabliſhed, the Planters of Grena- 
da, for example, will think little of the 
additional expence of ſupplying them- 
ſelves even from St. Thomas or St. Eu- 
ſtatia ; the veſſels ſtopping (if neceſſary) 
for refreſhment, information, or greater 

“privacy 
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de privacy at ſome of the foreign iſlands, 
< where intelligence and orders will be left 
„ for the maſters.” 


I queſtioned them as to the preventive 
means which might be uſed on ſhore.— 
They ſpoke very lightly of the fidelity or 
courage which could be expected from the 
revenue officers, expoſed to ftrong tempta. 
tion for connivance on the one hand, and on 
the other to the general reſentment of the 
inhabitants if they do their duty. 


| Powers of viſiting and ſearching eſtates, 
they admitted might be given. But, in the 
day time, a ftock of negroes is too widely 
diſperſed to be ſpeedily and correctly col- 
lected and numbered: in the night, ſuch 
ſearch without notice might be dangerous, 
and with notice wholly ineffectual. 


Penalties for being in poſſeſſion of newly 
imported ſlaves would not be eafily reco- 
verable. The negro muſt be identified by 
other evidence than his own, and he may 
have been bought (a ſeaſoned ſlave) in 
another Britiſh ifland. Above all, if laws 


. of 
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of this nature were to be executed in the 
iſlands, few actions upon them would ſuc- 
ceed; at the ſame time, the determination 
of ſuch actions (even upon an appeal) in 
England may be thought too grievous a 
mode to be adopted, 


I do not preſume to lay this information 
before the Public as evidence ; I offer it only 
by way of ſuggeſting the neceſſity of in- 
quiring a little into the practicability of en- 

forcing the intended prohibition of import- 
ing ſlaves into our iſlands. 


Mr. Pitt is underſtood to have faid* : 
«© Great Britain is always able to prevent 
& an illicit trade of negroes by any other 
power to the Weſt Indies:” and Mr, 
Fox f confirmed and approved the aſſer- 
tion. But general aſſertions are made upon 
general principles; both may be true, with- 
out affording ſufficient grounds for decid- 
ing upon any particular meaſure. Moſt 
certainly, Great Britain is always able to 
prevent an illicit trade on her own coaſts; 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 70. 
+ Ib. p. 74. 
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and I have no doubt, but plans well calcu. 
lated for this purpoſe have been propoſed 
to the Treaſury Board ; but, probably, the 
certain expence was too large to make it 
worth while to hazard the experiment. I 


therefore think, that upon the preſent oo- 


caſion, Parliament has a right to expect 
ſomething more preciſe than a general aſ- 
ſertion of the power of Great Britain; ſome 
outline of the manner in which that power 
is to be employed; ſome detail of the plan 
intended to enforce this part of the Aboli- 
tion Bill; and (above all) ſome eſtimate of 


the number of Revenue officers and veſſels 


to be employed, and of the probable ex- 
pence of ſuch an eſtabliſhment. For it 
would be idle and diſgraceful to paſs an 
act of doubtful event, before we have a 
reaſonable aſſurance of its being not only 
politic, but practicable, | 


5. My laſt objection to the Bill (as a 
political meaſure) is, its being for abolz/h- 
ing, inſtead of regulating, the Slave Trade, 


All regulation of this trade is ſaid, or ra- 
ther ſuppoſed, to be impoſſible. But be- 


Q 2 cauſe 
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cauſe ſome injudicious expedients may have 
been propoſed, can no good ones be de- 
viſed? If we really owe the greater number 
of our ſlaves to wars and kidnappers, excit- 
ed and encouraged by our own people, 
have we no means of checking or puniſh- 
ing their miſconduct ? It has been well ob- 
ferved *, that © the real difference between 
“ ſuperior and ordinary minds, is the fa- 
* culty of diſtinguiſhing between the Ar- 
* duous and the Impoſſible,” To pro- 
nounce without trial, a difficult undertak- 
ing to be impoſſible, is the language of in- 
dolence and timidity: yet we talk of found- 
ing colonies in the peſtilential marſhes of 
Africa, and civilizing her ſavage inhabit- 
ants as promiſing objects of enterprize. 


I wiſh to ſee the Slave Trade put under 
humane and effectual regulations; but can- 
not agree to overturn, at once, a ſyſtem of 
commerce which has been conſtantly in- 
crealing for a great number of years to the 
apparent improvement of our revenue and 
marine, without having firſt tried many 


*I believe by Card. de Retz. | 
0 | methods 
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methods of remedying the exceptionable 
parts, and preſerving the reſt. 8 


Two objections romain to be conſidered. 
They principally regard the perſonal ſafety 
and intereſts of the planters. 


The great probability that, upon the 
paſſing a prohibition of importing negroes, 
thouſands of the ſlaves will become lazy, 
incorrigible, and rebellious; and the dread- 
ful conſequences which may enſue from 
ſuch a change of ſyſtem in the iſlands; are 
ſurely to be conſidered as no trifling objee- 
tions. 


The Abolition Bill will not indeed en- 
franchiſe the ſlaves; but, coupled with a 
Prohibition Bill, it may give birth to con- 
flicts, as miſchievous as enfranchiſement 
itſelf. 


The Abolition Bill purpoſes and profeſſes 
to enforce indulgence, and the ſlaves will 
of courſe expect it. But does mild treat- 
ment, on the part of a maſter, always pro- 


duce ſubmiſſion, grateful attachment, and 
willing 


r 
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willing induſtry on the part of the ſervant? 
I fear not, even where the kind uſage is 
voluntary, much leſs where it is known 
(perhaps from experience and compariſon) 
to be compelled. Indulgence here means' 
an unuſual allowance of reſt from labour : 


ſome unuſual reſt (particularly in climates 


that tempt to indolence) creates a defire of 
more teſt; and then the ſtruggle begins. 
The flaves become from indulgence leſs 
willing to work, the planter is unwilling 
to ſtarve, and has recourſe to correction; 


the ſlaves encourage one another by ſaying, 


— He dares not puniſh us as he uſed to 
% do.” The planter inſiſts, the ſlaves con- 
tinue obſtinate ; at laſt, the mild treatment 
muſt at any rate be abandoned, and that at 
a time when the ſlaves are leſs than ever 
diſpoſed to bear ſeverity or labour. This 
progreſs ſeems ſo perfectly natural, this 
mixture of indolence and infolence on the 
one ſide, with temporary indulgence and 
final compulſion on the other, ſeems ſo 
pregnant with diſcontent and inſurrection, 
that we ſhall be juſtly accountable for what- 
ever miſchief happens, unleſs an additional 
force is ſent to prevent it, It appears from 

the 
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the returns * of the regiments, on the peace 
eſtabliſhment in the Weſt Indies, that they 
were reduced about one-fourth in two years. 
As the Slave Trade has been opprobriouſly 
charged with the extraordinary mortality 
of the ſailors, is it unfair to place the ex- 
traordinary mortality in any regiments, 
which may be ſent out on this occaſion, to 
the account of the ' Abolition Bill? Our 
anxious humanity. for the {laves ought not 
to extinguiſh all fears and feelings for our 
own planters and ſoldiers: if we careleſsly 
leave the former at the mercy of inſurrec- 
tions, or create a neceſſity for ſending the 
latter on a ſervice particularly deſtructive, 
they may juſtly tell us, that whatever hu- 
manity we may feel for others, we certain- 
ly ſhow none to them, 


; Laſtly, The property of the Planters 


demands ſome conſideration. 


A numerous body of Britiſh ſubjects 
has veſted their property in a part of our 
dominions, where the lands are cultivated 


* Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. tit. Detached Evidence, 
No. 1. 


by 
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by particular means, which have been re- 
cognized, protected, and encouraged by 
acts of Parliament: and ſhall Parliament 
now, at one ſtroke, and profeſſing to act 
on principles of juſtice, cut off thoſe means, 
without offering ſome indemnification for 
the loſs which may enſue? If the wiſdom 
of Parliament commands the experiment, 
let its juſtice give the planters ſome ſecu- 
rity that it ſhall not be made at their ſole 
expence. 


The honourable gentleman, who pro- 
poſed the reſolutions“, allowed, that“ He, 
& in common with the whole Parliament of 
Great Britain, took ſhame upon himſelf, 
« for having ſuffered this horrid trade to be 
& carried on under their authority.” — 
This was modeſtly ſaid ; and if he had 
added, that “ Parliament ought to ſtand to 
« a part of the loſs,” it would have been 
alſo juſtly ſaid. Fellow-criminals ſhould 
ſurely be fellow-ſufferers : for, firſt to 
tempt, and then to puniſh the offender, is 
the extreme of inhumanity and injuſtice, 
I admit, that it will be time enough to de- 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 36. 
liberate 


E 

liberate upon the mode and proportion of 
re- imburſement, when any material loſs 
ſhall have been actually ſuſtained: but a 
parliamentary acknowledgment of the plan- 
ter's right to /ome re-imburſement, will be, 
in the mean time, a great ſupport to their 
credit, and may even prevent loſs. 


It has been relied upon“, as an unanſwer- 
able argument againſt the poſſibility of loſs 


to the planters, that.“ they can indemnify. 


« themſelves, by the ingreaſed price of their 
« produce :” but this, I apprehend, will 
hold good only to a certain price, and for a 


certain time. During the firſt operation of 


the Abolition Bill, many perſons will not 


grudge paying an advance on ſugar of 
two: pence or three-pence a pound; they 
will conſider it as the price paid for the 


* 


pleaſure of having exerciſed (as they may 


think) an act of humanity: but, if in the 
courſe of ten or twelve years the produce 


ſhould conſiderably fall off, and the price 


riſe in proportion, the pride of Humanity 


may ſubſide, or be ſupplanted by indigna- 
tion againſt the ſuppoſed exactions of mo- 


* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 33. | 
R nopolizing 


[ 12S -] 
nopolizing planters. In a word, will the na- 
tion long ſubmit to pay two ſhillings a pound 
for the ſugar, which — be had from Dun- 


kirk for one ? \ 


2 

In truth, the equity of the caſe ſeems ſo 
clear in favour of. the planters, that I 
ſtrongly ſuſpect, the poſſible magnitude of 
the loſs is the real objection to its being 
made good. Was the value of the Pro- 
perty in queſtion eſtimated at 70, oool. in- 
ſtead of 70,000, oool. * government would, I 
dare ſay, be more accommodating ; but as 
the State, ſituated as it is, cannot afford the 
remedy, it may not be imprudent to deny 
the right. I only inſiſt, that this is not 
jrflice ; and that it is a ſtrong objection to 
the bill itſelf, that one of its favourite prin- 
ciples muſt be, in this inſtance, moſt gla- 
ringly violated. 


So eſtimated by Mr. Chalmers, . firſt clerk to the 
Committee of Pr. Co. See the Rep. Part iv. No. 17 
and 18. LS 

Mr. Ramſay (Objefions to the Abolition, with An- 
evers, p. 77.) has proteſted againſt the claims of a 
Weſt-India appraiſement of Go, ooo, oool. the eſtimate 
of 70, ooo, oool. is official; but if it were not, I pre- 
ſume no one would appeal to Mr. Ramſay's arguments, 
againſt any calculation made by Mr. Chalmers. 


I ſhall 


Feat 

I ſhall now conclude, with earneſtly re. 

queſting every Member of Parliament, be- 

fore he votes on this moſt important queſ- 
tion, to recollect, that 


As THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE 
TRADE IS AVOWED TO BE A MEASURE, 
NOT OF POLICY BUT HUMANITY, NOT 
OF ADVANTAGE BUT JUSTICE, NOT OF 


 EXPEDIENCE BUT EXPERIMENT, IT 18 


THE DUTY OF THE LEGISLATURE TO 
BE SATISFIED, THAT THE CLAIM OF 
HUMANITY AND JUSTICE is WELL 
FOUNDED; THAT THE EXPERIMENT 
PROMISES SUCCESS, AND THAT THE 
INTEREST AND STRENGTH. OF THE © 
NATION ARE NOT HAZARDED IN A 
VAIN PURSUIT or UNATTAINABLE 
PURITY AND PERFECTION, 


HIS 
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nopolizing planters. In a word, will the na- 
tion long ſubmit to pay two ſhillings a pound 
for the ſugar, which may be had from Dun- 
kirk for one ? 

In truth, the equity of the caſe ſeems ſo 
clear in favour of the planters, that I 
ſtrongly ſuſpect, the poſſible magnitude of 
the loſs is the real objection to its being 
made good. Was the value of the Pro- 


perty in queſtion eſtimated at 70, oool. in- 


ſtead of 70,000,000], * government would, I 
dare ſay, be more accommodating ; but as 
the State, ſituated as it is, cannot afford the 
remedy, it may not be imprudent to deny 
the right. I only infiſt, that this is not 
jrftice ; and that it is a ſtrong objection to 
the bill itſelf, that one of its favourite prin- 
ciples muſt be, in this inſtance, moſt gla- 
ringly violated. | 


So eſtimated by Mr. Chalmers, firſt clerk to the 
Committee of Pr. Co. vec the Rep. Part iv. No. 17 
and 18. 

Mr. Ramſay ( Objectiont to the Abolition, with An- 
evers, p. 77.) has proteſted againſt the claims of a 
Weſt-India appraiſement of 60,000,000. the eſtimate 
of 70, ooo, oool. is official; but if it were not, I pre- 
ſume no one would appeal to Mr. Ramſay's arguments, 


againſt any calculation made by Mr. Chalmers. 


_ 'S ſhall _ 
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1 ſhall now conclude, with earneſtly re. 
queſting every Member of Parliament, be- 
fore he votes on this moſt important queſ- 


tion, to recollect, that 


* 


As THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE 
TRADE IS AVOWED TO BE A MEASURE, 
NOT OF POLICY BUT HUMANITY, NOT 
or ADVANTAGE zur JUSTICE, NOT OF 
EXPEDIENCE BUT FXPERIMENT, IT 18 
THE DUTY OF THE LEGISLATURE TO 
BE SATISFIED, THAT THE CLAIM OF 
HUMANITY AND JUSTICE 1S WELL 
FOUNDED; THAT THE EXPERIMENT 
PROMISES SUCCESS, . AND THAT THE 
INTEREST AND STRENGTH. OF THE 
NATION ARB NOT HAZARDED IN A 
VAIN PURSUIT or UNATTAINABLE 
PURITY AND PERFECTION, 
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